THE LINK
A Page in Our Hymnal
May

T

here is certainly nothing wrong with projecting the words of a song on
a screen. But that is typically all you get: words. By contrast, in a hymnal, you get the words, plus a whole lot more. In this article we’ll look at a
page in our hymnal. Our case study is hymn 100 in our Trinity Hymnal, the
well-known hymn “Holy, Holy, Holy!”
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At the top of the page is the title, of course. (I probably shouldn’t say “of
course;” the original 1961 Trinity Hymnal did not have titles on most hymns.
Ours is the 1991 revision.) Above the title are found the words, “The Holy
Trinity.” Our hymnal is organized theologically, beginning with God and the
Trinity, then progressing to hymns about the church, the way of salvation, the
Christian life, and so on. The Table of Contents in the front of the hymnal
shows this organization. Hymn 100 falls in a group of hymns about God, specifically his triune nature.
Under the title is a Scripture verse, in this case Revelation 4:8.
And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of
eyes all around and within, and day and night they never cease to say,
“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to
come!”

The verse tells you where in Scripture the hymn comes from. The hymn may
be an arrangement of a psalm, for instance, or it may be based on the verse or
draw its theme from it. The verse serves to reinforce that we are singing scriptural truth. Also, it helps you study further the theme of the hymn in Scripture
if you so desire.
Then comes the hymn itself. For those who can read music, having the notes
on the page helps to sing the hymn. (When we sing from an insert with words
only, some comment that the musical notation is missed.) The notation helps
sing the melody of the hymn (the tune), but it also helps to sing other vocal
parts. For example, sometimes I will sing the bass line (the bottom-most notes)
instead of the melody for a stanza or two. Some hymns in our book occur two
or even three times, the same words with different tunes (check out hymns 85,
86, and 87; they are all metrical arrangements of the Twenty-Third Psalm).
The letters over the music are guitar chords, which may also be used by pianists to improvise on the music.
The words are there, of course, just like on the screen, but with a difference: on
the hymn page you can see all the words at once. This helps to see the context
of the words and the flow of thought from one verse to the next.
At the bottom of the page on the lower left is the author’s name, in this case
Reginald Heber, and when he lived, 1783-1826. In the back of the hymnal are
several indexes. One is “Authors, Translators, and Sources of Hymns,” in
which we see that Heber has four other hymns in our hymnal in addition to
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“Holy, Holy, Holy.” If you like this one, you may like other hymns he wrote, including perhaps “Bread of the
World in Mercy Broken,” which we sometimes use as a communion hymn.
On the lower right is the name of the tune, “Nicaea.” Next to the name are some numbers: 11.12.12.10. These
numbers indicate the tune’s meter, or rhythm. If you should happen to want to sing “Holy, Holy, Holy!” to a
different tune, you could look up the meter in the “Meters” index in the back. As it turns out, “Nicaea” is the
only tune in our hymnal with this meter, and so the only tune that would work for “Holy, Holy, Holy!” Sometimes I have liked the words of a hymn, but found that the tune didn’t fit it well, so I used the meter index to
find another tune that I thought better suited to the words.
Below the tune name and meter is the composer of the tune, John B. Dykes, 1861. We can look Dykes up in
the index “Composers, Arrangers, and Sources of Tunes” and find that his tunes appear twenty-one times in
our hymnal, including a personal favorite, “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say,” and several others that might be
familiar to many of you. Who knew?
Other indexes in the back are for tunes (by tune name, such as “Nicaea”), topics (you can find a hymn on the
topic of courage, for instance, or prayer), and Scripture references (looking for a hymn to go with Revelation
1:5-7? There are five to choose from). The topic and Scripture reference indexes are particularly helpful to
me each week in choosing hymns for our worship services. Last is an index of hymns listed by Titles and
First Lines.
All these resources make a good hymnal not only an aid to worship, but to personal devotions as well. Many
hymns were originally written as devotional poetry and were only later set to music. Reading them as such
can feed the soul.
My point is not that singing song lyrics off a screen (or bulletin insert) is bad. That, too, has its advantages.
Rather, it is that there is so much helpful and interesting information right there on the page of the hymnal. So
the next time you have a hymnal in front of you, take a closer look. Just not during the sermon, please.

Alan Johnson

CHURCH WORK DAY
Everyone, please join us on Saturday, May 5, at 8:00 a.m. for Church
Work Day. We will have lunch at 12:00 noon.

JOHNS CREEK SMALL GROUP (Malcolm home)
Please join us for Johns Creek Small Group on Wednesdays, May 2 & May 16, at 7:00 p.m.
at the home of Owen and Tina Malcolm (310 Dewpoint Lane, Johns Creek, GA 30022).
Childcare is provided. Contact Owen (owen.malcolm@unitedcp.com) or Tina
(tinammalcolm@gmail.com) for more information.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL WILL BE HERE SOON! - June 4-8

Please register your children for Vacation Bible School, June 4-8. Forms are in the bulletin
each week and on the tables in the church entry ways. Be sure to fill out both sides of the registration form and do not forget to order your t-shirts ($10). You may also call or email the office (770-476-7945 or office@oldpeachtree.org). Questions or further information? Contact
Jenni Sickert (jsickerts@gmail.com) or Tonia Horner (toniahorner@gmail.com).

MISSIONS UPDATE—JUSTIN CLEMENT—RUF
RUF Vision Summit
Elizabeth and I were honored to
participate in the inaugural RUF
Vision Summit, which took place
at the Cloisters in Sea Island, Georgia. Fifty couples from around the country came for spiritual
encouragement and to learn more about the vision
of RUF to reach and equip students for Christ.
Two of Elizabeth and my favorites were in attendance over the weekend: Tim Keller and Ellie Holcomb. Tim Keller spoke on missions from the
book of Jonah and he was insightful, as usual. The
worship was provided by Drew and Ellie Holcomb
and it was incredible. Check out “Fighting
Words” (a song on Ellie’s Red Sea Road Album).
Many of the guests were not only inspired by the
RUF vision, but more importantly they left spiritually renewed in the gospel!

Strengthening the Church
Seeing a former RUF Campus Minister like Dave
Osborne move and become a Senior Pastor is such
an encouragement. Dave planted RUF at Western
Carolina University and now serves as the Senior
Pastor of Christ Presbyterian Church in Greenville,
NC. Dave and his church have helped successfully
plant an RUF chapter just down the street at Eastern Carolina University. Will you pray for RUF at
ECU and Dave Osborne?

Engaging Students

Justin, Elizabeth and Family

Thank you!
Thank you so much for your continued support as I
travel throughout Georgia and North Carolina, encouraging, coaching, and assisting our incredible
RUF staff. Your financial generosity is always appreciated. If you or anyone that you know are interested in receiving updates, please visit this link:
https://www.getrevue.co/profile/justinclement

Support Justin & Elizabeth Clement
Thank you for your gift to Reformed University
Fellowship. Your support is integral to the work
that we do throughout Georgia and North Carolina.
We are grateful to the Lord for his provision
through your partnership. You may give through
OPPC or at: GIVETORUF.ORG

According to DesignIntelligence, an independent
company that is dedicated to the business success
of organizations in architecture, engineering, construction and design, the Savannah College of Art
and Design (SCAD) was named No. 1 on the list of
“America’s Best Architecture & Design Schools of
2018.” The SCAD interns (James and Hampton)
and the Campus Minister (Soren) have had the
privilege of inviting these creative students to follow King Jesus. Will you pray for RUF at SCAD?

Daddy Daughter Dance
My sweet Eliza Jane is growing up. Earlier this
month, my little second grader had a big night with
dad, as we enjoyed some delicious Italian food and
watched other people dance. Maybe next year we
will actually dance!

Justin and Elizabeth with Ellie and Drew Holcomb (who
graciously lead worship for the RUF Vision Summit)

CONGRATULATIONS 2018 OPPC GRADUATES

High School
Josiah Butler

-

Homeschool

Zachary Ellison

-

Cambridge High School

Brendan Koerner

-

Collins Hill High School

Sarah Mullininx

-

Lambert High School

Sylvia Tammen

-

Collins Hill High School

Elizabeth Taylor

-

Heritage Classical Study Center

Erika Yamazaki

-

North Gwinnett High School

College—Graduates
Braden Elmer

-

Columbia International University
(B.S. in Sports Management)

Rebekah Johnson

-

University of Georgia (B.S. in
Education, Secondary English)

College—Postgraduates
Rick Appleton

-

Greenville Presbyterian Theological Seminary
(Master of Divinity)

Joe Deighton

-

Reformed Theological Seminary, Atlanta
(Master of Divinity)

Harris Wilson

-

University of Georgia Terry College of
Business (Master of Accountancy)

Hiring a New Assistant Pastor
Over the past several months, the Session has discussed hiring an assistant pastor and prepared a job description (following page) summarizing the immediate needs and priorities for this position. The consideration for this position naturally started with our two interns, Rick Appleton and Joe Deighton, as they expect
to finish seminary this spring. We have been blessed by God through Rick and Joe’s service in our church,
ministry, and training. It has been our privilege to participate with them in their education. We wish our financial circumstances would permit us to hire both of them full time. They have served us well as officers
and “organically” grown in our church to see God’s call in their lives to pursue further education and explore full time ministry. Struggling through how best to continue to serve and help these brothers, to advance their desires to serve God’s church, and to seek God’s will for their futures and ours has been a
weighty, joyous privilege for your elders.
As we considered our church’s immediate and projected needs and the inclinations, gifts, and abilities of our
interns, it seemed to us that Joe’s current skills and gifts were best aligned to the position. The Session is
glad to announce that Joe Deighton has accepted our call to serve our church as Assistant Pastor, upon his
ordination expected this fall. His total annual call package is $70,000, which includes salary, housing allowance, taxes, insurance, and retirement, and is consistent with our 2018 budget. He will begin work July 1.
We have communicated this to Rick, and he understands and agrees with the reasons for the Session’s decision. We believe Rick has strong gifts for preaching and shepherding and have encouraged him to seek a call
where he is able to preach regularly. The Session will continue Rick’s’ internship through the end of 2018,
unless he obtains other employment sooner.
While the decision process was painstaking and difficult, the Session ultimately reached a unanimous decision in this matter.
Joe and Rick continue to serve our church as officers until their ordination status changes. Please pray for
Rick and Kara-Mia as they consider what God may call them to do going forward and for Joe and Ashley in
the transition.

Assistant Pastor Job Description
Old Peachtree Presbyterian Church
Old Peachtree Presbyterian Church (PCA) is located in Duluth, Georgia (northeast metropolitan Atlanta).
We are a growing church of 200+ members with a traditional Presbyterian style of worship and a commitment to ministry through the use of the ordinary means of grace God has given us in Scripture: the ministry
of the word of God, the sacraments, and prayer. Old Peachtree Presbyterian Church is looking for an Assistant Pastor to:

1. Oversee Christian Education ministry in cooperation with the CE committee, with emphasis on
ministry to middle and high school students (Youth Group) and their families.
1.1

Oversee Sunday School for all ages, using Session-approved curriculum.

1.2

Assist CE committee in recruiting teachers for Sunday School

1.3

Occasionally teach an adult Sunday School Class

1.4

Teach Communicants Class for Junior/Middle School age children

1.5

Assist with Vacation Bible School

1.6

Provide for Sunday night children’s program using the catechism or other material.
(continued on next page)
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2. Minister to Middle and High School age children and their families
2.1

Through large group, small group, and one-to-one interaction, including
2.1.1 Weekly youth group meetings
2.1.2 Mid-week small group discipleship groups
2.1.3 Occasional OPPC youth group retreats
2.1.4 Occasional social activities and fun events.
2.1.5 Attendance at various activities in which young people in the church are involved.

2.2

Participation in suitable reformed youth camps and conferences (i.e., RYM).

3. Organize ministry to college-age and young single members of OPPC through Sunday School and
other avenues (small groups, retreats, social events).
4. Assist with developing a men’s ministry.
5. Preach occasionally, particularly in the senior pastor’s absence, and assist with Communion.
6. Assist the senior pastor and Session in shepherding the congregation:
6.1

Occasional home visitation

6.2

Occasional hospital visitation

6.3

Participation in Session meetings

7. Participate in work of Georgia Foothills Presbytery.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS - APRIL 2018

Andrew & Jennifer Anderson — children Sydney, Tori, & Isaac
Rob & Denise Funk — son Jonathan
David and Vanessa Leap — Daughters Amanda and Rebecca
David Touchstone

RYM CONFERENCE UPDATE - JULY 9-14, 2018 - JOIN US!
All rising 9th graders through graduating seniors can sign-up to attend the
RYM (Reformed Youth Ministries) conference by May 15. The conference,
July 9-14, at Laguna Beach Christian Retreat in Panama City Beach, Florida is
always the highlight of the year for OPPC Youth. You can find out all things
RYM at the following link: (https//www.rym.org/hsfl2). You can also register
for the conference. Contact Joe Deighton with any questions
(joedeighton1@gmail.com).
Recreation and activities offered this year are: Swimming (pool & ocean),
Paddle Boarding*, Kayaking*, Sailing*, Gaga Ball, Spike Ball, Kan Jam, Basketball, Volleyball, and
Ping Pong! (* waiver and extra fees required)
The main speaker is Elbert McGowan, Senior Pastor, at Redeemer Church in Jackson, MS.
There are Scholarships available.

YOUTH GROUP FOOD SCHEDULE
Those who have volunteered to supply food for the Youth Group on Sunday
evenings in 2018 are listed below. If you are not able to serve on your volunteer day, please contact Jennifer Taylor (taylorkhandan@yahoo.com). Thank
you for your help with this task.

May 13 - Bennett

June 10 - Taylor

May 20 - Funk

June 17 - Mutchler

May 27 - Butler

June 24 - Oliver

BAPTISM

Rebecca Leap—April 29
daughter of David and Vanessa

MEETINGS AND GROUPS
First Sunday Lunch
Join us for First Sunday Lunch on May 6. We will celebrate our OPPC 2018 graduates. Please invite your
friends and neighbors.
Communion Week
We celebrate the Lord’s Supper in the morning service on May 13. We have communion on the second Sunday every month.
Deacons Meeting
The Deacons meet on Wednesday, May 9, at 7:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall.

Session Meeting
The Session meeting will be May 23 at 7:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall (the fourth Wednesday of each month).
Youth Group
All 6th grade -12th graders, even college students, are welcome to join us for dinner at 5:30 on Sundays except
for the first Sunday of each month. Families bringing dinner: (Bennett—5/13; Funk—5/20; Butler—5/27)
Save the Date
Church Work Day—8:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon—May 5
Vacation Bible School—Summer 2018—June 4-8
PCA General Assembly—Atlanta, GA—June 12-15

NURSERY SCHEDULE - MAY 2018
DATE

11:00 a.m.

GREETER

(10:45 at table)

6:00 p.m.

5/6

Carter, Wong, Rebecca

Tara Carter

No Service

5/13

Deighton, Ellison, Lauren

Ashley Deighton

Wilson

5/20

Dunahoo, Jeans, Rowe, Anna Grace

Tara Carter

Foster, Smith

5/27

Bennett, Chandy, Doherty, Raine

Julie Schramm

Yamazaki

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

LINK DEADLINE: Please turn in articles and information for the June LINK by Tuesday, May 29.

Old Peachtree Presbyterian Church exists to glorify God and to extend the kingdom of Jesus Christ. To
accomplish this end, Old Peachtree aims to be a church that is continually growing in vital worship, in
theological depth, in true fellowship, in assertive evangelism, and in deeds of compassion. The distinctiveness of Old Peachtree is in its desire to be Presbyterian in government and Reformed in theology, with the
vitality that comes from evangelism and discipleship.
Old Peachtree Presbyterian Church
1756 Old Peachtree Road
Duluth, GA 30097
770-476-7945 (office)

office@oldpeachtree.org
www.oldpeachtree.org

