
LOOKING TO SUNDAY ™ 
 

Sunday, December 26, 2010 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday ™ , focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to 

consider in the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski 
 

GOOD LEADERS 
 

What is your wish for the world as we are about to enter the New Year of 2011? 
 

We might answer:  

 an end to the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan 

 a rebound in the American economy 

 a substantial decrease in the unemployment rate 

 an end to terrorism and violence 

 a drop in the cost of energy 

 less violent weather 

 peace between all nations and peoples 
 

All good responses. However, this Sunday's Gospel (Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23) for the Feast of 
the Holy Family might cause us to answer "better leaders." In that Gospel we see Joseph being 
a good father, a good husband, a good leader of the Holy Family.  
 

Joseph leads his family from Bethlehem to the land of Egypt to escape the clutches of Herod, 
who wanted to kill the infant being hailed as "the new born king of the Jews." 
 

When Herod dies, Joseph leads his family from Egypt back to their home in Israel.  
 

However, when Joseph becomes aware that the son of Herod was now on the throne, he 
moves his family again, this time to Nazareth.  
 

Joseph shows initiative and leadership. He makes the right choices. His leadership keeps his 
family safe. 
 

Certainly Joseph stands in sharp contrast to many of those who hold positions of leadership in 
government, politics, business, finance, education, religion, and in families. 
 

We have leaders who do know how to lead. Leaders who are unsure of what they should do. 
Leaders more concerned about themselves than about those they direct. Leaders who convey 
doubt rather than confidence. Leaders who want to be friends with those in their charge rather 
than figures of authority. Leaders unwilling to deal with the consequences that come with 
making decisions. 
 

Joseph was a good leader because Joseph was a good follower. Joseph followed God's 
directions. In the Gospel we read that the angel told Joseph "Rise, take the child and his 
mother, flee to Egypt" And later, "Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of 
Israel." Then the Gospel tells us that Joseph left Galilee and went to Nazareth "because he had 
been warned in a dream." 
 



Joseph was a good leader who followed the directions he was given by God. If we desire to be 
good leaders at home, at work, in business, in finance, or in any area of life, then we need to be 
like Joseph. We need first of all to try and discern what God would have us do. Then we need to 
follow that divine wisdom. Good leaders are God followers! 
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Best wishes for a joyous Christmas Season filled with God's presence and love! 
 


