
LOOKING TO SUNDAY ™ 
 

Sunday, December 19, 2010 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday ™ , focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to 

consider in the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski 
 

FOLLOW THE DREAM 
 

A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens is one of the most famous pieces of fiction associated with 
this Christmas season. The fable centers on the redemption of Ebenezer Scrooge, a redemption 
that begins when he is visited by the ghost of his partner Jacob Marley. 
 

At first Scrooge dismisses the ghost's presence, thinking it might be a trick of the senses. As he 
tells Marley's ghost "You may be an undigested bit of beef, a blot of mustard, a crumb of 
cheese, a fragment of an underdone potato. There's more of gravy than of grave about you, 
whatever you are!'" 
 

In this Sunday's Gospel (Matthew 1:18-24), we listen not to fiction but to a fact associated with 
our redemption. We hear how Joseph has a dream that he could have simply dismissed as no 
more than a trick of the senses.  
 

Joseph dreams that God wants him to accept Mary, his pregnant fiancée, into his home. A 
nonsensical, illogical, scandalous thing to do in the society of his day. 
 

Yet, Joseph puts his faith in his dream. He takes Mary as his wife and accepts the unborn child 
as his own. Because Joseph acted according to his dream and not according to what was 
sensible and accepted, God's plan of salvation took a giant step forward. 
 

In our day it seems that God's kingdom is slow in coming. Evil, darkness, violence, terrorism, 
and sin seem more and more prevalent. Perhaps that is due in part because believers are 
reluctant to put their faith in the dreams that God puts before them.  
 

Dreams where they are called upon to be heroic and holy. Dreams where the love of God and 
neighbor is valued more than money, power, and success. Dreams where faithful Christians do 
what is right and take a stand for peace and justice. Dreams where the meek do inherit the 
earth. 
 

Redemption comes for us and for our world when we are led not so much by our senses as by 
the dreams that God sets before us.   
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Best wishes for a joyous Christmas Season filled with God's presence and love! 


