
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, December 16, 2012 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

MOTIVATING QUESTIONS 
 

There are all sorts of questions. 
 

What can I do to lower my bad cholesterol? 
When does the next train leave for Hoboken? 
How can I communicate better with my teenager? 
 

We ask a question to gain information. If we knew the answer, we would not ask the question. 
But the questions we ask are not just prompted by a desire for information. We ask because 
something or someone is motivating us to ask. 
 

We ask about lowering our cholesterol because we have been sufficiently motivated, perhaps 
by a warning from our doctor, to do something about our health. 
 

We ask about a train schedule because we are motivated to get to Hoboken, perhaps for work, 
or to meet a friend for dinner. 
 

We ask about improving communication with our teenager because something is motivating us 
to further develop our relationship with our child. 
 

Something or someone motivates us to seek information, to ask questions. Without that 
motivation, questions are not asked, perhaps they do not even come to mind. 
 

In this Sunday's Gospel (Luke 3:10-18), people are asking a question of John the Baptist. The 
crowds, the tax collectors, and the soldiers are all asking, "What should we do?" John does not 
hesitate to answer the question. He tells people to share their food and clothing with those in 
need. He tells tax collectors to collect only what is required. He tells soldiers to avoid extortion. 
 

The questions are being asked because people have been motivated by the preaching of John 
the Baptist. He has been proclaiming a message of repentance. He has been calling on people 
to prepare for the coming of the Lord. He has been warning that those who do not produce a 
harvest of goodness will be "cut down and thrown into the fire" like a barren tree.  
 

John's message has motivated the people to ask the logical question, "What should we do?" 
They want to be ready for the coming of the Lord and to be ready for his judgment. 
 

Today, most people are not asking the question posed in this Sunday's Gospel. Perhaps that is 
because they have no motivation to ask. They are not hearing a message that moves them. 
They are not picking up a sense of excitement from those who claim to be followers of the Lord. 
They are not witnessing Christians living lives any different from anyone else. 
 

If people are to change and embrace the Gospel, if they are to ask, "What should we do?" then 
like John the Baptist, the Church and its members have to give them the motivation to ask the 
question in the first place. 
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