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This email, entitled Looking to Sunday ™ , focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. It 
prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in the days 
leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 

 
PRODUCE THE EVIDENCE 

 

In a court of law, assertions have to be backed up with evidence. That is true in all of life. We 
expect words to be backed up with proof. We look for evidence. 
 

This Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 3:10-18) is about evidence. John the Baptist is asked by different 
groups of people, “What then should we do?” To understand the question, we need to know 
what occurred in the verses that precede those words. There John warned the people “Produce 
good fruits as evidence of your repentance, and do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have 
Abraham as our father.’” 
 

John told the people it was not enough to be part of God’s Chosen People, they had to change 
and to live as Chosen People. In each case, John told those who asked what they should do. He 
gave them specific instructions. He did not speak in generalities.  
 

John told the crowds they should share their food and clothing with those in need. John told tax 
collectors they should be honest and collect only what was owed to Rome. He told soldiers they 
should be content with their pay and not use their power to extort money. 
 

John told his hearers they should treat others with compassion, mercy, and justice, especially 
those under their authority. Such behavior would give evidence that their words of repentance 
were genuine, that they were truly preparing the way of the Lord. 
 

This Gospel challenges us to consider how John the Baptist would answer if we asked “What 
then should we do?” What evidence would he ask us to produce to show we were serious 
about welcoming the Lord more fully into our life? 
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