
LOOKING TO SUNDAY ™ 
 

Sunday, December 12, 2010 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday ™ , focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to 
consider in the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 

 

SECOND THOUGHTS 
 

Second thoughts...we all have them. 
 

A high school senior selects a college and then begins to wonder if he or she made the right 
choice. 
 

A couple make a bid on a new home and then start thinking if they should have offered a lower 
amount. 
 

A man diagnosed with prostate cancer chooses a course of treatment and then questions his 
decision as he hears more about alternative treatments. 
 

A woman agrees to marriage and then begins recalling her now divorced friends who thought 
they had chosen the perfect marriage partner. 
 

Second thoughts. 
 

In this Sunday's Gospel (Matthew 11:2-11), John the Baptist has second thoughts about Jesus. 
When he baptized Jesus in the Jordan, John believed Jesus was the long awaited messiah. John 
had even pointed him out to his own disciples and said "Behold, the Lamb of God." (John 1:36) 
Now in prison and nearing certain execution, John sends messengers to ask Jesus "Are you the 
one who is to come or should we look for another?"  
 

Perhaps John had those second thoughts because Jesus was not acting like the powerful 
messiah and bringer of judgment that he had expected. Where was the kingdom? Why were 
the Romans still in power? Why was he in prison? 
 

Jesus responded by saying “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind regain their sight, 
the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have the 
good news proclaimed to them." Jesus pointed to his works of healing, mercy, and compassion. 
They were the true works of the messiah, they were the signs of God's kingdom. 
 

Like John the Baptist, we may have second thoughts about Jesus, especially in a society that 
ridicules Christianity, reduces the narrative of his birth to just a cute story for children, and 
looks elsewhere for its savior. 
 

In response to those second thoughts, Jesus tells us to look where he told John the Baptist. 
Look at the works of mercy, compassion, and kindness done in his name over the centuries. 
Count the hospitals, schools, and orphanages that have been built, the sacrifices that have been 
made by those who claim him as their savior. Consider the value that has been placed on the 
lives of the poor, the powerless, the unborn, the sick and the aged because they have been 
seen through his eyes.  
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A second look at those things will serve to put aside our second thoughts about Jesus. He is the 
one!  
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