
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, December 11, 2011 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

PERSONALITY TYPES 
 

Self-confident, insecure, assertive, submissive, outgoing, shy, emotional, unflappable, serious, 
frivolous, brave, fearful, truthful, dishonest, etc. People have all different types of personalities. 
 

This Sunday's Gospel (John 1:6-9, 19-28) is centered on John the Baptist, a man who would 
universally be described as self-confident, assertive, serious, brave, and truthful. He was a 
person with a strong personality. There was no doubt about what John believed and where he 
stood. 
 

The foundation for John's personality can be found in Sunday's Gospel. John knew who he was 
in God's eyes and he knew his mission and purpose in life. 
 

When John was asked if he was the Christ, he answered, "I am not." When asked if he was 
Elijah, he said "I am not." When asked if he was the Prophet, he answered "No." He refused to 
fit into categories that were thrust upon him. Instead, making the words of Isaiah his own, he 
said "I am the voice of one crying out in the desert, 'Make straight the way of the Lord.'" John 
knew himself to be a person charged with the task of pointing out the One who would bring 
light into the world, the mighty One whose sandal strap he would not be worthy to untie. John 
knew that "he was not the light." 
 

John certainly knew himself and his mission and that gave him strength and courage, and it 
gave him purpose and direction in life. 
 

Today, many people do not know who they are. They seem to take on personalities to suit their 
friends; to improve their social standing; to match the ideas and notions of the day; to further 
their ambition; or to call attention to themselves, thinking they are the light of the world! Their 
purpose and direction in life is constantly changing as they search out what they think will give 
their life meaning and bring them fulfillment. They remain uncommitted to any definite path 
for fear of closing out some other option.  
 

Such people have no firm foundation. Their personalities are changeable and their principles 
are weak. 
 

This Sunday's Gospel calls us to know ourselves as John knew himself. To know ourselves as 
creations of a loving God who calls us his children. To know ourselves as so valuable to God that 
God sent his Son to draw us to himself. To know ourselves as people entrusted by God with the 
responsibility of telling others of the joy and meaning we have found in our Christian faith. 
 

Knowing those things about ourselves will make us what it made John the Baptist – strong and 
assertive believers and witnesses to Jesus Christ. 
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