
LOOKING TO SUNDAY ™ 
 

Sunday, December 5, 2010 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday ™ , focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to 
consider in the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 

 

UNCOMFORTABLE 
 

Most of us have people in our life who make us feel uncomfortable. It may be a supervisor at 
work who is never satisfied with our performance. It may be a relative whose visits set the rest 
of the family on edge. It may be a person at school who acts like a "bully." It may be a neighbor 
or co-worker who is loud and outspoken and who dismisses our opinions. It may be a person 
whose generosity makes us confront our own selfishness. 
 

This Sunday's Gospel (Matthew 3:1-12) is about a person who made people feel uncomfortable. 
That person was John the Baptist. He dressed differently, wearing "clothing made of camel's 
hair."He existed on an eccentric diet of "locusts and wild honey." He lived in an inhospitable 
location, namely " the desert of Judea." He called the religious leaders of his day a "brood of 
vipers." He warned of God's "coming wrath," and proclaimed that anyone who did not do good 
would be "cut down and thrown into the fire." He hammered home a message warning people 
to "repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." A kingdom that would be made present in the 
one who would come after him, the one who would "gather his wheat into his barn, but the 
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire." 
 

The life and message of John the Baptist caused a stir, it shook people up, it made them 
uncomfortable. It led many people to be "baptized by him in the Jordan River as they 
acknowledged their sins" so that they might be ready for the coming Messiah. And led others to 
try and shut him up, which finally happened when John was beheaded. 
 

As we hear this Sunday's Gospel, John the Baptist warns us not to think we have it made 
because we have a baptismal certificate, or because we give a nod to God once a week, or 
because we don't do anything really that bad. 
 

John the Baptist speaks directly to us: "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand!.....Produce good fruit as evidence of your repentance. Even now the ax lies at the root of 
the trees. Therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into 
the fire." 
 

John the Baptist appears to make us uncomfortable. 
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