
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, December 4, 2011 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

JUST LIKE JOHN! 
 

If you saw an advertisement listing presentations on the following three topics, which one 
would you attend? 
 

Presentation 1.  German country life in the mid thirteenth century, with an emphasis on rural 
farming methods. 
 

Presentation 2.  An evaluation of copper versus aluminum wiring in new residential 
construction and its effect on property insurance rates. 
 

Presentation 3. Guaranteed ways to add joy to your personal relationships and to avoid 
behaviors that weaken friendships and trust. 
 

Most people would go to the third presentation. Most of us are interested in ways we can 
better our lives and strengthen our relationships. 
 

In this Sunday's Gospel (Mark 1:1-8), John the Baptist appears on the scene preaching his 
message and we are told "People of the whole Judean countryside and all the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by him in the Jordan River."   
 

Why were throngs of people going to see John the Baptist? I doubt it was because, as Mark 
writes, "John was clothed in camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist. He fed on locusts 
and wild honey." The people flocking to John were not there just to see someone who dressed 
like an eccentric prophet and ate locusts and honey, food that called to mind God's judgment 
and mercy. 
 

The reason they were going to John is the same reason we would go to the third presentation 
listed above. John was saying something that gave people hope that life could be better. John 
was proclaiming that someone mightier than him was on the way.  Someone who would 
confront the evil, the darkness, and the political, economic, and religious powers that 
oppressed them.  
 

At the same time, John was challenging his hearers to confront their own darkness and to let 
the waters of the Jordan wash away their past so they would be ready for the One to come. The 
One who would baptize them in the Holy Spirit and fill them with the very presence, power, and 
peace of God. 
 

John had to be proclaiming a message of hope, of change, of a better life, of a brighter future. A 
message that touched people in their daily lives. Otherwise he would not have attracted the 
large crowds that came to hear him.  
 



As Christians our role is to continue the mission of John, we are to proclaim a message of hope 
that will draw people to change their outlook, to turn from sin, and to reorder their priorities, 
so they will open their hearts to Jesus Christ. 
 

Unfortunately, many people think our message is as attractive and relevant as a presentation 
on German country life in the mid thirteenth century. 
 

That should lead us to ask, "How can we be more like John? How can we help people open 
themselves to Christ?"  
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