
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, December 2, 2012 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

PRESENT FOR THE FUTURE 
 

The best way to prepare for the future is to concentrate on the present. 
 

If a student wants to be ready for the final exam that comes at the end of a course, that student 
should attend each class, pay attention to the teacher, and complete that day's assignment. 

 

If an employee wants to get a positive year end review, that employee should strive to be a 
trusted and productive employee today and not plan on being so tomorrow. 

 

If a single person hopes to have a successful and happy marriage in the future, that person 
should work each day at being a faithful and considerate friend and a generous and forgiving 
person. 

 

Cramming the day before a final, doing a good job only before review, or expecting marriage 
vows to change one's character – does not get us ready for the future.  Concentrating on doing 
well in the present gets us ready for what is coming. That is part of the message of the 
approaching Advent Season and the message of this Sunday's Gospel. (Luke 21:25-28, 34-36)  

 

If we want to be ready to meet the Lord whose coming, according to the Gospel, will be marked 
by " signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on earth nations will be in dismay, perplexed 
by the roaring of the sea and the waves," we cannot start preparing when we see those signs. 
Our preparing has to be taking place today as we strive to be faithful Christians. 

 

We live in a present that is full of distractions, increasing responsibilities, economic concerns, 
and daily to-do lists impossible to complete in a day. All of that can easily lead us to postpone 
those things that can put us in contact with God and that nourish our spiritual life. As Jesus 
warns, "Beware that your hearts do not become drowsy from carousing and drunkenness and 
the anxieties of daily life." 

 

The Gospel for this First Sunday of Advent calls us to prepare for the coming of the Lord by 
making good use of the present time. If we do so, we will be able, as Jesus tells us, "to stand 
erect" and welcome the Lord, and not cower in fear. 

 

Those who will be ready for the day of the Lord are those who are living this day with the Lord. 
The best way to be certain the future does not take us by surprise is to concentrate on the 
present. 
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