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Sunday, November 29, 2009 

 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday ™ , focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. It 
prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in the days 
leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 

 
BEGINNING WITH “THE END” 

 

Imagine starting a story not with the beginning but rather with the end. That is not how stories 
usually go. We usually tell a story from the beginning and move to the end. 
 

This Sunday, the First Sunday of Advent, we start the new liturgical year of 2010. The Sunday 
Gospels will once more tell the story of the life, ministry, passion, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus the Lord. 
 

We would expect that on the first Sunday of this new liturgical year the Gospel would tell the 
beginning of that story. Perhaps it would be about events connected with the birth of Jesus or 
related to the start of his public ministry.  
 

Instead, this Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 21: 25-28, 34-36) is about “the end.” We hear Jesus 
speaking about the end of time, when he will return in power and glory to bring God’s kingdom 
to fulfillment. Jesus says “the powers of the heavens will be shaken. And then they will see the 
Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.” 
 

Upon reflection, it makes sense to begin with “the end” of the story. For “the end” not only tells us that 
something is over and concluded. “The end” also reveals the goal, the purpose, the objective of 
something, as in “what was the end you had in mind for your project?”  
 

This liturgical year begins by reminding us of the purpose, the goal, the end for which Jesus Christ came 
among us. That end was to challenge us to make God the center of our life, to live according to God’s 
will, to be part of God’s kingdom – a kingdom that will be revealed in all its fullness when Jesus returns 
in glory.  
 

As we once more begin the story of Jesus, Sunday’s Gospel tells to keep “the end” in mind. And just as 
importantly, the Gospel tells us to keep “the end” in mind as we go from day to day. Doing so will give 
the story of our life a deeper meaning and purpose!  
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