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Sunday, November 28, 2010 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday ™ , focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to 
consider in the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 

 

UNPUBLISHED 
 

Buses, trains, planes, ships, and other forms of public transportation all run on published 
schedules that give departure and arrival times. 
 

Academic institutions from grammar schools to universities operate according to schedules that 
give students the days and times of class, and the dates of examinations and graduation. 
 

Retail outlets from Dunkin Donuts to Macy's publicize schedules that inform their customers of 
the days and times they will be open. 
 

Companies, small and large, establish schedules that tell their employees the hours they are to 
be on the job and the amount of work they are expected to accomplish. 
 

We often schedule our personal life as well. We set an alarm to wake us at a certain hour. We 
decide the things we want to accomplish and set times for those tasks. We consider when and 
where we will eat, exercise, and meet family members and friends. The more organized among 
us even print out a "TO DO LIST" with scheduled times for those various activities. 
 

This Sunday's Gospel (Matthew 24:37-44) for the First Sunday of Advent, the First Sunday of the 
new liturgical year of 2011, proclaims that God does not operate like a transportation system, a 
school, or a business. God does not publicize the year, the day, or the hour when God is going 
to act. God operates according to an unpublished schedule. 
 

In Sunday's Gospel Jesus speaks of those living during the days Noah was constructing the ark. 
They were unaware when God's flood would come. "They did not know until the flood came 
and carried them all away." In the same way, Jesus says, his return in glory will catch people 
unaware.  
 

God does not publish the day and hour he will return to bring his kingdom of love, justice, and 
peace in all its fullness. Nor does God publish the day and hour he will tap us on the shoulder 
and call us to give an account of our life. That being the case Jesus calls us to "stay awake...be 
prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will come." God's schedule is 
unpublished! 
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