
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, November 25, 2012 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

ROYAL ASSOCIATIONS 
 

What words come to mind when you hear "hurricane"? 
Your answers might be: Sandy, devastation, power outages, wind, floods. 
 

What words come to mind when you hear "food"? 
You might reply: dinner, pizza, fruit, McDonalds, Olive Garden. 
 

What words come to mind when you hear "king"? 
You might say: power, authority, crown, throne, kingdom. 
 

Certainly those word associations are expected and logical. However, the logical associations 
with the word "king" do not fit this Sunday's Gospel reading (John 18:33-37) for Christ the King, 
or as the Sunday is officially entitled, the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, the King of the 
Universe.  
 

The Gospel, which is part of the much longer Passion Reading proclaimed on Good Friday, has 
Jesus standing, arrested and bounded, before the Pilate, the Roman Governor of Judea. Pilate is 
interrogating Jesus about the charges of blasphemy and treason made against him by the 
Jewish authorities. Jesus, the king, ends up being unjustly condemned, tortured, stripped, 
mocked, and crucified. 
 

The words associated with Christ the King are not what would be expected. Not power but 
weakness in the eyes of the world. Not a crown of gold and jewels, but one of branches and 
thorns. Not a throne, but a cross of rough timber. Not an adoring crowd, but a jeering mob. Not 
an army, but disciples deserting him in fear of their lives. Not a kingdom with boundaries on a 
map, but one found in the human heart. 
 

Jesus Christ was not the kind of king that the Jews of old expected or that Pilate could 
comprehend. 2,000 years later the same is true. For Jesus Christ does not rule in power and 
might, but rather in humility, gentleness, mercy, and weakness. The words associated with Our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the King of the Universe, are not those we would expect.  
 

As Saint Paul put it, "we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 
Gentiles, but to those who are called, Jews and Greeks alike, Christ the power of God and the 
wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of 
God is stronger than human strength." (1 Corinthians 1:23-25) 
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