
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, November 20, 2011 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

MAKING CUTS 
 

Not every boy or girl who tries out for the high school basketball team makes it. During a series 
of tryouts the coaches evaluate the skills and potential of each player and consider the needs of 
the team. The coaches have certain criteria in mind that guide their selection. They want to 
choose players who will fit in and help bring the team to victory. 
 

Not every applicant who applies for a job gets the advertised position. Resumes are reviewed 
and then certain men and women are invited for an interview. When the first round of 
interviews are completed, selected applicants are invited back for a second, and sometimes a 
third interview. During those meetings, the applicant is evaluated by the potential employer 
who wants to be sure that the right person is chosen, someone who has the skills, who will be a 
good fit, and who will help the firm prosper.  
 

Not every hope-to-be-star who spends hours and hours waiting in line for an audition to stand 
before the judges of American Idol or The X Factor is chosen to appear on the show. In fact, the 
vast majority do not make it. There is an intensive selection process where talents are 
evaluated, looks are critiqued, and questions are asked. The judges want to select people who 
will engage the television audience and keep up the ratings of the program. 
 

During life we are evaluated, scrutinized, and judged by different people according to certain 
criteria. Not everyone makes the team, gets the job, or appears on TV. Yet oddly enough when 
it comes to our spiritual life and our relationship with God, many people think everyone makes 
the team, gets the position, and appears in glory! 
 

However, that is not the message we get from this Sunday's Gospel (Matthew 25:31-46). There 
Jesus says "When the Son of Man comes in his glory ... he will sit upon his glorious throne, and 
all the nations will be assembled before him. And he will separate them one from another, as a 
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats." The sheep will be judged worthy of a place in 
the kingdom of God, and the goats will be sent to the fires of hell. That certainly sounds like 
judgment and selection.  
 

In that Gospel, Jesus, the judge, makes the criteria he uses in his selection process very clear. 
He judges us according to how we respond to the needs of the hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, 
the naked, the ill, and the imprisoned. For in those people, who are often dismissed, ignored, 
and overlooked, Jesus is present in some way. 
 

This Sunday, Jesus makes it very clear there is a judgment. He also makes it equally clear what 
we must do if we want to avoid being cut from the kingdom of God. 
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