
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, November 11, 2012 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

WHICH IS GREATER? 
 

Which of the following is greater? 
7 ounces or 1 pound? 
4 feet or 12 inches? 
10 minutes or 3 hours? 
$1,000 or $15? 
 

The answers are obvious. 
1 pound is heavier than 7 ounces. 
4 feet is more than 12 inches. 
3 hours is longer than 10 minutes. 
$1,000 is certainly greater than $15. 
 

From this Sunday’s Gospel (Mark 12:38-44), it would seem that Jesus might not agree with the 
last statement. In that reading, Jesus is at the Temple in Jerusalem observing those who are 
placing offerings into the collection box. Jesus watches rich people placing large amounts of 
money into the treasury. He then observes a poor widow as she puts in two small coins worth 
just a few cents. He remarks, “this poor widow put in more than all the other contributors.”  
 

In the opinion of Jesus her two coins were greater than the “large sums” put in by the wealthy. 
What made the widow’s contribution greater was the fact that her gift cost her something. She 
gave from her poverty. The rich gave from their surplus wealth. They gave what they would not 
miss. Their gift did not diminish their lifestyle. It did not entail any sacrifice on their part. 
 

In praising the generosity of the widow, in holding her up as an example for Christians down 
through the ages, Jesus teaches us what constitutes true generosity. It is not the amount, but 
rather it is the sacrifice required by the giving. We certainly see an example of such sacrificial 
giving in the ministry of Jesus himself. Perhaps that is why Jesus noticed the widow who 
“contributed all she had, her whole livelihood.” In her generosity, Jesus saw a foreshadowing of 
his own, for he would contribute all he had, indeed his very life. 
 

Each Sunday, we are given the opportunity to place a gift in the collection basket. We can give 
from our surplus wealth, putting what we will not miss. Or we can give like the widow, who 
gave the greater gift because her giving demanded a sacrifice. 
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