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This email, entitled Looking to Sunday ™ , focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. It 
prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in the days 
leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 

 
MORE THAN SPARE CHANGE 

 

“Brother, Can You Spare a Dime?" is one of the most well known songs to come out of the 
Great Depression of the 1930’s. For our current Great Recession and in light of inflation over 
the years, we might have to update the lyrics to read, “Brother, Can You Spare a Five.” The song 
asks those passing by if they have some spare change that they can afford to give to help a 
brother, a sister, who has fallen on hard times. 
 

In this Sunday’s Gospel (Mark 12:41-44), we read of Jesus observing those making donations to 
the temple treasury. He watches as the rich make substantial donations and a poor widow gives 
a very small amount. Jesus then tells his disciples "Amen, I say to you, this poor widow put in more 
than all the other contributors to the treasury. For they have all contributed from their surplus wealth, 
but she, from her poverty, has contributed all she had, her whole livelihood."  
 

The rich gave what they could easily spare. Their contributions did not affect their life style or 
require sacrifice on their part. The widow, on the other hand, gave what she could not spare. 
Her donation demanded sacrifice. It cost her something. She gave not because she had extra, 
but because she had faith and trust in God. She gave unsparingly!  
 

It’s interesting to consider that Jesus makes his comments about that widow’s generosity just 
days before he is arrested and suffers crucifixion and death. As he watched the widow, who 
gave all she had, perhaps he was thinking that he soon would be asked to give all he had, 
indeed his very life, in faithful trust and obedience to the Father. 
 

This Gospel teaches us that it is not the amount we give to God that is all important but rather 
the sacrifice our giving entails. Do we give only what we can easily spare or do we give 
unsparingly with faith and trust in God like the widow of the Gospel? 
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