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This email, entitled Looking to Sunday ™ , focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to 
consider in the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 

 

FOOLISH 
 

If we really think about the afterlife, it seems foolish and nonsensical. What do the millions and 
millions, if not billions of people, who make it through the so called pearly gates actually do for 
all eternity?  
 

Do they spend time seeking out long dead relatives and friends and catching up on family 
history? Do they walk streets of gold and admire the variety of heavenly mansions? Do they sit 
at a divine banquet and continuously eat and drink without getting fat? Do they spend their 
time gazing on God as angels sing "Holy, Holy, Holy?"  
 

Or perhaps those who enter the afterlife just do what gave them joy in life – the avid golfer 
plays endless holes of golf, always hitting under par; the dedicated scientist sees each 
experiment turn out as hoped; the inquiring reporter gets to interview every important person 
from the time of Adam; the artist creates a masterpiece, another Mona Lisa, each time his or 
her brush touches the canvas. 
 

In this Sunday's Gospel (Luke 20:27-38) Jesus is confronted by Sadducees, who did not believe 
in the resurrection and in the concept of an afterlife. To them it made no sense. To show how 
foolish the idea seemed, they ask Jesus about a woman who died after burying seven husbands. 
She was a widow seven times over. Now in the afterlife, whose wife would she be? Obviously, 
she could not be the heavenly wife of seven men since that would contradict the law of God 
himself! 
 

Jesus answered their question by explaining that the afterlife is not an extension of earthly life. 
It is not more life after this life, but it is a life beyond what we can know and understand. As he 
says "The children of this age marry and remarry; but those who are deemed worthy to attain 
to the coming age and to the resurrection of the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage."  
 

Our belief in " the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come" is not a belief 
in an endless extension of days. It is a belief in a life beyond what we can envision just as this 
life is beyond anything an unborn child in the womb could ever imagine. 
 

What we do know is that life beyond death is life with God who knows us, loves us, cares for 
us, and claims us as his own not just for today but forever. As Saint John wrote, "Beloved, we 
are God's children now; what we shall be has not yet been revealed." (1 John 3:2) 
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