
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, November 6, 2011 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

READY OR NOT 
 

"Ready or not, here I come!" If you ever played "Hide and Seek" as a child, you are familiar with 
those words. The child to do the seeking shuts his/her eyes and counts to a certain number 
while the other children try to find good places to hide. Then when the one counting reaches 
the final number, he/she cries out "Ready or not, here I come!"  
 

That phrase perfectly fits this Sunday's Gospel (Matthew 25:1-13). There Jesus tells a parable 
about ten virgins who go out to meet the bridegroom. While they are counting down the 
minutes to his arrival, they begin to nod off and all fall asleep. Suddenly they are jolted awake 
by the cry, "Behold, the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!" 
 

As it turns out only five of the ten virgins were truly ready for his arrival. They had wisely 
brought sufficient oil so their lamps would be burning brightly to welcome him. The other five 
were short of oil. When the bridegroom arrives they are running about seeking oil for their 
lamps. 
 

We Christians are like those virgins. We are called to welcome Jesus the Lord, the divine 
bridegroom, who embodies God's kingdom of love, justice, and peace. He is the one who will 
come in glory at the end of time, and the one who comes into our lives each day. Jesus Christ 
comes in word and sacrament and in his Church. He comes in the poor and the powerless who 
cross our path. And he comes in the circumstances and events of daily life.   
 

Those who are wise are ready to welcome and receive him. They are ready with lamps burning 
brightly with the oil of faith, love, and good works. The foolish are caught unprepared, their 
lamps are dim and their oil flasks are empty. 
 

The wise among us are those who live each day ready to welcome the Lord. The wise ones are 
those who start each day picturing the Lord saying "Ready or not, here I come!" Or as the 
Gospel puts it "Therefore, stay awake for you know neither the day nor the hour." 
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