
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, November 4, 2012 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

IT TAKES TWO 
 

"It Takes Two" is the title of a popular song that was recorded in 1965 by Marvin Gaye and Kim 
Weston. The song says that it takes two people to make love real and alive. Without someone 
to love, life is cold and lonely. It takes two. Jesus could have said those very words in response 
to the scribe in this Sunday's Gospel (Mark 12: 28-34) who asked "Which is the first of all the 
commandments?" 
 

Jesus did not answer with just one commandment. He responded with two. It took two 
commandments to answer the question that was addressed to him. 
 

Jesus said "Hear, O Israel! The Lord our God is Lord alone! You shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength." Then he 
immediately added a second commandment to go along with the first, "You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself." 
 

Love of God and love of neighbor go together. It takes two loves if we are to be faithful children 
of God. Without both, religion becomes distorted. 
 

If people only concentrate on love of God without love of neighbor, they can become blind to 
the needs of those around them. A person can spend hours in prayer before God and then 
ignore the elderly widow a few houses away who lives alone and struggles to get to the store or 
the doctor. In its most extreme case, people who claim to love and adore God can, without any 
feeling of remorse, harm their neighbors who they judge to be infidels or heretics. Such a 
distorted notion of love of God is all too common. Today's suicide bombers would claim to be 
serving God and following that first commandment. 
 

If people only concentrate on love of neighbor, without love of God, they can fall into 
secularism. They can become blind to the spiritual dimension of life and the spiritual hunger 
that gnaws at every human heart. Such people also fail to recognize that the problems and 
injustices that oppress people are ultimately moral problems that demand moral solutions. The 
world where all people live in peace without want or fear – the world that they strive for – only 
comes about when God's will is followed. As we pray, "Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done." 
 

To live as children of God, to live as faithful followers of Christ, we need to follow the two great 
commandments: love of God and love of neighbor. Following only one does not work, it takes 
two! 
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