
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, November 3, 2013 
This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

A SAINT FOR THE SHORT 
 

Joseph is the patron saint of carpenters; Martha, the patron saint of cooks; Peter, the patron 
saint of fishermen; and Anne and Joachim are the patron saints of grandparents. 
 

If there were a patron saint for short people, it might be Zacchaeus, who is described as “short 
in stature” in this Sunday’s Gospel. (Luke 19:1-10)  Zacchaeus is “canonized” by Jesus when 
Jesus chooses to stay at his house for dinner and then declares, “Today salvation has come to 
this house because this man too is a descendant of Abraham.” 
 

Zacchaeus was not the kind of person that anyone would have expected to be so honored by 
Jesus. Zacchaeus fell far short in the estimation of his fellow Jews. As “a chief tax collector,” 
Zacchaeus was detested for collaborating with the hated Romans. And as “a wealthy man,” he 
was envied and despised by his neighbors for his wealth had come from the surcharges he had 
levied on their taxes. It was for those reasons that Zacchaeus was disrespected by the people of 
Jericho and pushed to the back of the crowd as he struggled to get a glimpse of Jesus. It was 
only by shamelessly climbing a tree that Zacchaeus was able to see him. 
 

Yet Zacchaeus was the one singled out by Jesus because he was the kind of person Jesus was 
seeking. As he said, “For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save what was lost."  
 

Jesus did not come for those who stood “tall” in their own estimation, who felt they had it 
made in the sight of God and looked down on others. Jesus came for sinners.  
 

Zacchaeus is the perfect patron for the “short,” for those who recognize they fall short before 
God. Like Zacchaeus may we have the wisdom to recognize our smallness before God. And like 
Zacchaeus may we make the effort to place ourselves in the presence of the Lord as he 
continues to walk through this world seeking out the lost. 
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