
LOOKING TO SUNDAY ™ 
Sunday, November 1, 2009 

 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday ™ , focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. It 
prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in the days 
leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 

 
DOING THE IMPOSSIBLE! 

 

Run the New York City Marathon. 
Perform cardiac bypass surgery. 
Bring about lasting peace between the Jews and the Palestinians. 
 

If we were told to do these three things, most of us would not be able to do even one, no 
matter how hard we tried. 
 

Most people are not in the physical condition necessary to run a 26 mile race. Most people do 
not have the medical and surgical skills required to perform a delicate heart operation. And no 
person, so far, has found a way to bring peace to a part of the world that has seen conflict, 
hatred, and hostility for decades. Three impossible tasks. 
 

We may have the same reaction to the challenge that comes our way this All Saints Day, Sunday, 
November 1. In the Gospel (Matthew 5:1-12), Jesus summarizes his call to holiness. He tells us to be 
poor in spirit, to be meek and merciful, to hunger for righteousness, to be clean of heart, to be 
peacemakers, and to be willing to suffer for our faith in him.  
 

In short, the words of Jesus and the feast we celebrate tell us, “BE A SAINT.” But when we consider the 
saints of heaven, like Mary, the Mother of God, like Peter and Paul, like Theresa and Catherine, like 
Francis and Claire, and we then look at the sin and darkness in our own life, we can place the call to 
sainthood in the same category as the three commands that began this reflection. It’s something we 
want to do, but we just can’t. We are not holy enough, religious enough, unselfishness enough. We are 
sinners struggling to just make it through life. 
 

But other than Mary, the Mother of God, all the saints were sinners like us. They were not perfect. 
However, they made the effort to live the Gospel and to follow Jesus.   
 

Being a saint does not mean doing the impossible, but trying. And that is something we all can do. We 
can try. A saint is a sinner who kept on trying. 
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