
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, October 20, 2013 
This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

PRAYERFUL PERSISTENCE 
 

God is like a father who welcomes home his wayward, prodigal child. 
 

God is like a shepherd who protects the sheep and leads them to green pastures. 
 

God is like a woman who diligently searches her home for the coin she has lost. 
 

Wonderful, inviting images of God. But in this Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 18:1-8), Jesus tells a 
parable that can lead a person to picture God as an uncaring, dishonest judge. One who has to 
be pressured and cajoled before he will listen to the just pleas of those who stand before him. 
 

In that parable, Jesus speaks of a widow who shows dogged persistence in demanding a judge 
“render a just decision” in her favor. The judge, who is described as a man “who neither feared 
God not respected any human being,” finally gives in to the widow just to get rid of her and to 
avoid any possible angry encounter.  
 

It would be a mistake to picture God as the judge who has to be persuaded to do what is right. 
Luke tells us that Jesus told that parable to teach his disciples “about the necessity for them to 
pray always without becoming weary.” In the widow, Jesus gives us a dramatic example of the 
kind of persistence that we need to bring to prayer, to bring to our relationship with God. 
 

We see contemporary examples of such persistence in socially minded individuals who 
relentlessly lobby for human rights and for an end to the exploitation of the poor; in persons 
who refuse to accept an insurance company’s denial of coverage of a medical procedure for a 
loved one; and in parents who attend meeting after meeting of a local school board to 
advocate for programs for their special needs children. 
 

That is the kind of persistence we need to show in our spiritual life. It is surprising how much 
determination and persistence we can show if we want something in life and how quickly we 
can give up when it comes to strengthening our relationship with God and His Church. 
 

Sunday’s parable is not about how God responds to us. Rather the parable is about the 
persistence in prayer we need to show if we want a true relationship with God.  
 

Jesus tells us to be like the widow of the Gospel. Be persistent. Be determined. Never give up 
on prayer! 

© 2013 Rev. Thomas B. Iwanowski  


