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This email, entitled Looking to Sunday ™ , focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. It 
prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in the days 
leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 

 
“CARRY THOSE BAGS!” 

 

Suppose you were walking past the entrance to a luxury hotel on your way to work, when 
suddenly a police officer barked, “Hey you, carry those bags inside!” He ordered you to bring 
the luggage of a visiting dignitary, who was only holding a newspaper, inside the hotel. If that 
happened, you would have felt annoyed to say the least. 
 

But suppose you were walking past that same hotel and you saw a family friend struggling to 
get her bags inside the building. You would help, and help willingly. 
 

In both situations, you and I would carry luggage into the hotel, but we would carry a very 
different attitude in our heart along with the bags. What would make the difference was how 
we saw the person we helped.  
 

In the first instance we would have viewed the dignitary as too big, too important in his or her 
mind to bother with luggage, and the police officer would be just another official throwing his 
weight around. We would have felt treated like a hotel porter. We would have found ourselves 
agreeing with words of Jesus in this Sunday’s Gospel (Mark 10:42-45) “You know that those 
who are recognized as rulers over the Gentiles lord is over them, and their great ones makes 
their authority felt.” 
 

In the second instance, we would have seen a person with whom we had relationship, a person 
who had a claim on our heart and our service. 
 

In this Sunday’s Gospel Jesus calls his disciples to be of service, to be “the slave of all. For the 
Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for the 
many.” 
 

The reason Jesus was so willing to serve others was because he saw them as children of his 
heavenly Father, as his brothers and sisters, as his friends. We will be able to imitate the 
example of Jesus only when, like him, we recognize others not as strangers, but as our brothers 
and sisters, as fellow children of God. 
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