
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, October 16, 2011 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

TAX RATES 
 

Taxes are too high. Taxes are too low. We should increase taxes on millionaires. We should 
scrap the present tax code and replace it with a flat tax or consumption tax. 
 

The issue of taxes is a complicated and controversial one especially during this time of 
economic turmoil. Everyone has an opinion. 
 

In this Sunday's Gospel (Matthew 22:15-21), Jesus is confronted with the issue of taxes. The 
Pharisees, who opposed cooperating with the hated Romans, and the Herodians, who were 
much more willing to get along in order to get ahead, ask Jesus, "Teacher, we know that you 
are a truthful man...tell us, then, what is your opinion: Is it lawful to pay the census tax to 
Caesar or not." 
 

Placed in a situation where any answer he gave would have been considered the wrong answer 
by one group or the other, he says, "Repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar, and to God what 
belongs to God." 
 

People have interpreted those words of Jesus to mean that Christians have an obligation to pay 
taxes to fund the government. According to the present tax code, they need to render to 
"Caesar" anywhere from 10% to 39.6%  of their income. 
 

When it comes to repaying God, some Christians believe that followers of Christ need to tithe – 
to give God and His Church 10% of their income. Others lower that to 5%. And according to 
national statistics, Catholics bring it down even further. As a group, we Catholics give only 
about 1% of our income to the Church. 
 

Yet if you look at what Jesus says, he gives no percentage, not 1%, or 5 %, or 10%. He gives no 
Christian tax rate. Instead Jesus simply says "Repay...to God what belongs to God."  
 

Such repaying to God, begins with our considering what belongs to God and what belongs to us. 
When we do, we realize that all our possessions, all our money, all our stuff, including life itself, 
are blessings from God. They are given to us for a time. Our lease on those goods ends when 
we die.  
 

While we have those blessings we are to use them to make a positive difference in our world 
and we are to offer them to God as a way of acknowledging they are truly his.  
 

The government requires us to pay a certain percentage of our wealth in taxes. Pay that and 
the rest is ours to use for whatever we want. Jesus tells us that God sets no tax rate. God simply 
tells us to give him what is his.  
 

"Repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar, and to God what belongs to God." That is the Lord's 
opinion on taxes. 
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