
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, October 14, 2012 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

TALKING MONEY! 
 

"The Church is always talking about money!" Most Catholics have heard that comment, perhaps 
we have even expressed that sentiment ourselves. Yet how often have we heard someone 
complain that the Church is always talking about loving God, serving our neighbor, showing 
mercy and forgiveness, and working for justice and peace?  
 

Perhaps talking about money is different since money is quantifiable. Unlike loving God or 
showing mercy or any of the other things mentioned above, money can easily be counted and 
measured. If we are annoyed when the Church mentions money, perhaps that may be due to 
the realization that our giving falls short of what it should be.   
 

Yet talking about money is something the Church does in imitation of its Lord. Jesus spoke of 
money far more often than we realize. In fact, Jesus speaks about money twice in this Sunday's 
Gospel (Mark 10:17-30). There a rich man, who announces that he is faithfully keeping the 
commandments, asks Jesus what more he must do to gain eternal life. Jesus answers "sell what 
you have, and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven, then come follow me." 
The rich man goes away sad for he cannot part with his wealth.  
 

This causes Jesus to remark, "How hard it is for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of 
God....It is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle than for one who is rich to 
enter the kingdom of God." While we might try to interpret those words in a way that would 
make them seem less severe, they are what they are. They are a warning that wealth can hold 
us back from moving forward in our relationship with God. Money, possessions, and wealth 
have a hold on us far greater than we are willing to admit. 
 

Each Sunday during the celebration of Mass, as the collection basket passes before us, we are 
given the opportunity to let go of some of our wealth for the sake of Christ's Church, and for 
our own sake as well. The more generous we are, the more easily, with the help of God, we will 
pass through that "eye of a needle." Like its Lord, the Church is concerned about our gaining a 
place in the kingdom of God. 
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