
LOOKING TO SUNDAY ™ 
 

Sunday, October 10, 2010 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday ™ , focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to 
consider in the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

NO THANKS, NO MASS 
 

During the past decades there has been a tremendous drop in the number of Catholics who 
attend Sunday Mass. In the 1950's about 75% of U.S. Catholics went to Mass each Sunday, 
today that figure is well under 30%. 
 

Various reasons have been proposed to account for this steep decline. They include: 

 the increasing secularism of American society 

 popular culture's growing hostility to organized religion  

 the loss of a sense of Sunday as a day for faith and family 

 escalating materialism 

 religious illiteracy  

 the lack of understanding that communal prayer is part of Christianity  

 the sex abuse crisis  
 

This Sunday's Gospel (Luke 17:11-19) hints at another cause. There ten people afflicted with 
leprosy cry to Jesus pleading for his help. Jesus directs them to go and show themselves to the 
priests. On their way all ten are cured, but only one returns to offer Jesus praise and thanks. 
Jesus asks in amazement "Where are the other nine?" 
 

Jesus might well ask that same question when it comes to those who neglect to gather for 
Sunday Mass. The Mass is where we are called "to give thanks to the Lord our God." For "it is 
right to give him thanks and praise."  
 

However if we have little appreciation for all God does for us then, like the nine who failed to 
return to Jesus, we will go through life simply caught up in our own pursuits. We might 
conclude that those who have no thanks in their heart, have no Mass on their schedule. 
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