
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, October 6, 2013 
This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

RELATIONSHIPS & OBLIGATIONS 
 

Obligations and responsibilities come with human relationships.  
 

In a marriage, a husband and a wife have obligations and responsibilities to one another. They 
are to be loving, faithful, and willing to stand by one another both in good times and in bad. 
 

In a family, parents have the obligation and responsibility to provide for the physical and 
emotional needs of their children. Children in turn have the obligation to love and respect their 
parents and to care for them in their old age. 
 

Those obligations and responsibilities come with being a spouse, parent, or child. They are not 
something extra, or something whose fulfillment merits special mention and praise. 
 

In this Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 17:5-10), Jesus tells a parable that focuses attention on the 
relationship between a master and a servant. A servant spends the day working in the field. 
When he returns home rather than resting, the servant goes to the kitchen to prepare supper 
for his master. 
 

Jesus says that servant was not deserving of any special praise or gratitude for working 
throughout the day as a field hand and in the evening as a cook. The servant was simply doing 
what came with being in a servant-master relationship. The master commanded and the 
servant did “what was commanded.” That was how that relationship worked.  
 

The servant in that parable would not have expected any special reward for his efforts any 
more than a spouse should expect some wonderful reward for being a faithful wife or husband, 
or a mother or a father should anticipate some outstanding honor for being a good parent.  
 

That same thing holds true when it comes to our relationship with God. That relationship comes 
with certain responsibilities and obligations that God, our master, expects us to fulfill. God 
expects us to live according to the example and teaching of Jesus found in the Gospel and 
proclaimed by the Church. 
 

When we fulfill those obligations the best we can, we need to remember the words of Jesus in 
this Sunday’s Gospel. “When you have done all you have been commanded, say, 'We are 
unprofitable servants; we have done what we were obliged to do.’” 
 

When we do what God asks, we do not place God in our debt. We simply fulfill the obligations 
that come with a relationship with God. For his part, God does what a wise and loving master 
should do for his servants. He cares for them and watches over them. And one day that Divine 
Master invites his faithful servants to a deeper relationship with him in that place and time we 
call heaven. 
 

Obligations and responsibilities come with any relationship, including the one we servants have 
with God, our master. That relationship with its obligations and responsibilities might be a 
perfect definition of what we call faith! 
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