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This email, entitled Looking to Sunday ™ , focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. It 
prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in the days 
leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 

 
BAD EXAMPLE 

 

“Stop talking like that, the kids will hear you!” “Don’t do that, the kids are watching!” Parents 
quickly learn that their children imitate how they talk and how they act.  
 

Parents who use foul language should not be surprised if their little son or daughter suddenly 
blurts out a four letter word in front of grandma. 
 

Parents who lie to the cashier about how many bagels are in the bag should not be surprised 
when their child, who sees their behavior, is caught cheating in school. 
 

Children learn from the example of their parents.  
 

In this Sunday’s Gospel (Mark 9:28-48), Jesus warns about giving bad example to the “little ones 
who believe.” The “little ones” to whom Jesus refers are not just children. They are all who 
have faith in him. Jesus tells his disciples that they have to avoid giving bad example to their 
fellow Christians.  
 

When we place work, recreation or sleep above attending Sunday Mass, we give bad example. 
When we let out our frustrations and anger on our family, we give bad example. When we 
allow money, drugs, alcohol, gambling, or pornography to take over our mind and heart, we 
give bad example. When we are rude, selfish or arrogant at work, we give bad example. When 
we speak ill of others and use our words as a weapon, we give bad example. 
 

As followers of Jesus we are to give a good example that leads others closer to Christ and his 
Church. If by our bad example we do just the opposite, then words that Jesus speaks in this 
Sunday’s Gospel are a warning to us. “Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in 
me to sin, it would be better for him if a great millstone were put around his neck and he were 
thrown into the sea.” (Mark 9:42) 
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