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This email, entitled Looking to Sunday ™ , focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to 
consider in the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 

 

INDIFFERENCE 
 

The rich go to hell and the poor go to heaven. That might be the conclusion a person might 
draw from this Sunday's Gospel. (Luke 16:19-31) There Jesus tells of a wealthy man who ends 
up tortured in the fires of hell while Lazarus, a sore-covered beggar, is "carried away by angels 
to the bosom of Abraham."  
 

However, the rich man did not end up in hell because he was rich. Wealth of itself is no barrier 
to heaven. Wealth can be used for good. For example, we read in the New Testament of 
wealthy women who followed Jesus and who provided for him and his apostles out of their 
resources. (Luke 8:1-3) 
 

The rich man did not end up in hell because he was blind to Lazarus. The rich man saw him 
begging each day at his gate. He knew who he was. We are told that when the rich man was 
being tormented in hell, he recognized Lazarus resting in glory and called to him by name.  
 

The rich man did not end up in hell because he was insensitive and unfeeling. He certainly felt 
for his five brothers who were still alive, living at home. The rich man begged that Lazarus be 
allowed to return from the dead in order to warn them of their impending doom. 
 

The reason why the rich man ended up in hell was because he was indifferent to Lazarus. For 
the rich man, Lazarus was just part of the scenery like any tree or garden statue. The rich man 
simply passed him by day after day. He did not even offer him the scraps rotting on his dining 
room floor. He did not allow Lazarus into his heart. Even the dogs were more aware of Lazarus 
than the rich man. 
 

Our world is filled with millions of hungry, suffering people. We see the face of Lazarus as we go 
through our day and as we view the latest news. We may even know a few of those suffering 
people by name. Those people challenge us to make a difference in their life. Indifference, as 
the rich man discovered, has dire consequences. 
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