
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, September 23, 2012 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

THEY JUST DON'T GET IT! 
 

Some people just don't get it!  
 

For example, parents tell their children that they will have to live more simply and cut out 
extras since Mom and Dad have not gotten a raise in two years and family expenses have 
continued to go up. The children nod in agreement but within a month or two they are 
complaining because they can't spend money like their friends. 
 

A doctor tells a patient with high blood pressure that he will have to take medication, lose at 
least 20 pounds, and take a 30 minute walk each day. The patient returns for his next visit ten 
pounds heavier and then complains that the medicine is not working when an examination 
reveals his blood pressure is still dangerously high. 
 

A mayor tells her fellow citizens that if their taxes are to remain stable, their police department 
will have to consolidate with a neighboring town. The citizens rally to save the department but 
when the next tax bills arrive the mayor is excoriated for taking more money from hard working 
people. 
 

Some people just don't get it! As we see from this Sunday's Gospel (Mark 9:30-37) that includes 
the disciples. In the Gospel, Jesus predicts for the second time that "the Son of Man is to be 
handed over to men and they will kill him." 
 

The disciples are not sure what that prediction means. However, rather than questioning Jesus 
they turn their attention to arguing about who is the greatest and most important among them. 
Their teacher is speaking of impending suffering and sacrifice and they are focused on status 
and position.  
 

To emphasize his words, Jesus then embraces a child and charges his disciples to care for that 
lowly child as they would care for him. Jesus proclaims a reversal of the values of this world. 
Suffering, service, humility, and faithfulness to the Gospel, even in the face of persecution, is 
the path to true greatness. However, the disciples just don't get it. If they did they would not 
have been arguing over their status. 
 

Unfortunately, we are not much different from those first disciples. When it comes to realizing 
what it truly means to follow Christ, some of us just don't get it! 
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