
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, September 22, 2013 
This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

PRUDENT, DECISIVE PEOPLE 
 

Prudent people do their best to secure their future and to prepare for possible setbacks in life. 
Such people purchase health and homeowners insurance to protect themselves and their 
property. They also secure unemployment insurance and acquaint themselves with various 
government programs and benefits in the event they should lose their livelihood.  
 

At the time of Jesus, there were no such insurance and social programs. People had to depend 
on their own resources and on the charity of their relatives and friends. 
 

In Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 16:1-13), we meet a man about to lose his job because he was 
discovered squandering his master’s property. Aware that his employment is about to end, the 
admittedly dishonest steward tries his best to secure his future by a further act of dishonesty. 
He lowers the amount owed by each debtor to his master. 
 

By lowering the debt, the steward hopes to gain the good will of his master’s debtors. Good will 
that might serve him well when he has no work. In a sense, the steward makes those debtors 
his unemployment insurance. The steward acts decisively for his own benefit. 
 

After relating this story, Jesus unexpectedly praises that unjust steward. Certainly Jesus was not 
commending the steward’s dishonest and unethical behavior; rather Jesus was praising his 
prudent, decisive action. The steward considered the situation then he took the initiative and 
acted in his own best interest. 
 

As Christians, we too are stewards. God, our Master, has entrusted us with certain talents, 
blessings, and opportunities and he expects us to use them to make a positive difference in 
society and to secure our future with him. Yet so often we fail to act as we know we should. 
Our good intentions remain just thoughts that never lead to action. We convince ourselves that 
we should wait for a more opportune time to act. Instead of taking the initiative and acting 
decisively to do good, we dither. 
 

The steward in our Gospel was not an honest person, but he was a prudent person who acted 
decisively in his own best interest. Those qualities of prudence, initiative, and action are the 
ones that Jesus wants to see in us. Jesus, our Master, wants us to do what is just and right. 
Doing so pleases God and is best for us in the long run. Prudent Christians take the initiative 
and act decisively to live the Gospel. 
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