
LOOKING TO SUNDAY ™   
Sunday, September 20, 2009 

 
This email, entitled Looking to Sunday ™ , focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. It 
prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in the days 
leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 

 
THE LADDER OF SUCCESS 

 

When you climb a ladder your eyes look upward. You are focused on the next rung that your 
hand is about to grasp. The same is true when it comes to climbing the ladder of success. Our 
attention is focused on the next rung that leads upward. 
 
If we are a teacher, we look to becoming the head of our department, then vice-principal and 
perhaps the principal. 
 
If we are a parish priest, we look to becoming a pastor, then a dean, and perhaps a bishop. 
 
If we are a private in the army, we look to becoming a corporal, then a sergeant, and then a 
lieutenant. 
 
If we are in finance, we look to moving up from trainee to assistant, to account executive, to 
branch manager. 
 
We are always looking to the next rung on the ladder of success and looking to see how high we 
are in comparison to others. 
 
The same was true for the Apostles. In this Sunday’s Gospel (Mark 9:30-37), they argue about 
where they were on the ladder of success. They argue about “who was the greatest.”  
 
Jesus tells them that true greatness is not found in looking upward but rather by being focused on 
the needs of the poor and the lowly, illustrated by the child that Jesus places before them. 
“Whoever receives one child such as this in my name receives me, and whoever receives me 
receives not me but the One who sent me.” (Mark 9:37) 
 
This Sunday Jesus warns us that the more we focus on climbing up the ladder of success, the 
harder it is to come in contact with God, for God seems to be found on the lowest rungs of that 
ladder. As Jesus says “if anyone wishes to be first, he shall be the last of all and the servant of 
all.” (Mark 9:35) 
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