
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, September 16, 2012 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

LAWYER, TEACHER, INSPECTOR, “CHRIST” 
 

If an individual is described as being a lawyer or a teacher or a building inspector, our view of 
that person is affected by our understanding of his or her profession. 
 

We can think of a lawyer as a person who seeks justice for the oppressed and the wrongly 
accused, or as a person who uses the intricacies of the law to gain wealth and position. 
 

We can think of a teacher as someone with a cushy job and generous benefits who works less 
than 10 months a year, or as a person who strives mightily to open the minds of students to the 
world around them and the possibilities before them. 
 

We can think of a building inspector as an individual who seeks to find violations of the building 
code in order to generate revenue for a town, or as a public servant seeking to ensure that 
homes and offices are a safe places for people to live and to work. 
 

In this Sunday’s Gospel (Mark 8:27-35), Jesus asks Peter, "But who do you say that I am?" Peter 
answers, "You are the Christ." Peter’s answer is affected by his understanding of the term 
“Christ.” For Peter, as well as for most Jews at that time, the “Christ,” the Messiah, was the one 
who would come to restore the greatness of the Jewish people and free them from the 
oppression of Roman authority. “Christ” would be the savior, the liberator, the long awaited 
hope of the people. 
 

But that was not how Jesus saw his role as the “Christ.” For Jesus teaches his disciples that he 
“must suffer greatly and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be 
killed, and rise after three days.” Jesus, the “Christ,” would face suffering and rejection since his 
Gospel would confront a world that preferred self-interest over service, self-seeking over self-
giving, and darkness over light. 
 

This did not fit Peter’s viewpoint, but as Jesus told him, “You are thinking not as God does, but 
as human beings do." In fact, Jesus so strongly rejected Peter’s understanding of the role of the 
“Christ,” that Jesus said to him, "Get behind me, Satan.” 
 

Jesus told Peter, and he tells us, that those who follow the “Christ” will have suffering and 
sacrifice in their lives  as they strive to live for God. "Whoever wishes to come after me must 
deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me.” It is interesting to note that the first time the 
word “cross” appears in the Gospel of Mark it refers not to the cross of Jesus but to our own. 
 

The cross that will confront us will not be one of timber. It will be the psychological cross that 
comes as we bend our will to God’s will and let the standards of the Gospel determine our 
choices and direction in life. 
 



When Peter proclaimed Jesus was the “Christ,” Peter had no idea how different his 
understanding of what it meant to be the “Christ” was from the way Jesus understood it.  
 

When we say we are Christians, “other Christs,” our understanding of what that means may be 
just as lacking if it does not include the cross. 
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