
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, September 15, 2013 
This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

A SENSE OF LOSS 
 

Unless you value something, you won’t feel any sense of loss if you lose it. The three parables in 
this Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 15:1-32) certainly support that statement. 
 

In the first parable, a man with one hundred sheep so values each one of them that when a 
sheep wanders off, he feels the loss. He leaves the ninety-nine sheep and searches for the lost 
one. 
 

In the second parable, a woman with ten coins loses one of them. Because she values each coin 
she turns the house upside down until she finds the missing coin. 
 

In the third parable, a father values his two sons, even the younger whom he loses to “a life of 
dissipation.” Yet despite that son’s disrespectful, outrageous, and immoral behavior, the father 
still keeps a place for him in his heart and hopes for that son’s return. 
 

In each parable what is lost is found and a celebration follows. The man “calls together his 
friends and neighbors and says, ‘Rejoice with me because I have found my lost sheep.’” The 
woman does the same. “She calls together her friends and neighbors and says, ‘Rejoice with me 
because I have found the coin that I lost.’” The father says, “Let us celebrate with a feast, 
because this son of mine was dead, and has come to life again; he was lost, and has been 
found.” 
 

It was because those three people valued what they lost and then found that they rejoiced and 
celebrated. If the lost sheep, the lost coin, and the wayward son had no value, their loss and 
recovery would hardly have been noticed. 
 

Like those three individuals, God values what is lost. It is for that reason that God sent his Son. 
He came to find those lost in the darkness of sin, evil, and self-centeredness. That is why Jesus 
welcomed sinners and ate with them. As he himself put it, “The Son of Man has come to seek 
and to save what was lost.” (Luke 19:10)   
 

While the Pharisees and scribes, like the older brother in the third parable, saw no value in 
those who were lost, Jesus did.  For that we can be grateful. For we all sin and move away from 
God at one time or another. But as our Gospel proclaims, God so values each of us that God 
seeks what is lost! 
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