
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, September 11, 2011 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

NOT OUR CHOICE 
 

This Sunday, we mark the tenth anniversary of the events of September 11, 2001. 
 

Ten years since wicked, hate-filled terrorists murdered some 3,000 innocent citizens and first 
responders. 
 

Ten years since jets built to shorten travel time became missiles of death that shortened human 
lives. 
 

Ten years since buildings towering over our nation’s most famed city collapsed into heaps of 
rubble reeking with the stench of death. 
 

Ten years since a glorious September Tuesday became a day seared into our psyche, a day 
whose memory stirs unsettling emotions and summons images we would rather forget. 
 

Ten years since words like Islamic terrorism, jihad, homeland security, Afghanistan, and 
weapons of mass destruction became part of our national vocabulary. 
 

This year, for the second time since 2001, September 11 falls on a Sunday, and for the second 
time it falls on a Sunday when we hear the Gospel where Peter asks Jesus, “Lord, if my brother 
sins against me, how often must I forgive? As many as seven times?" (Matthew 18:21-24) This is 
a reading most of us would not have chosen for this Sunday. Yet the Spirit of God, which directs 
the Church, brings that reading before us once more. 
 

Jesus tells Peter, as he tells us, that our forgiveness has to be without limit. To emphasize that 
point Jesus tells a parable of a king who forgives one of his servants a colossal debt that would 
have been impossible to repay. The king wipes the slate clean. God does the same for us. God 
forgives us our sins, our selfishness, our cruelties in deed and thought, and God forgives us for 
the times when we could have done good and instead did nothing. 
 

In return, God expects us to imitate the mercy and forgiveness he shows us.  After all, if we are 
made in the image and likeness of a forgiving God, then we must be forgiving. After all, if we 
tell God “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us,” then we who 
receive forgiveness are obligated to forgive. After all, if we claim to follow Christ, who forgave 
those who threw him upon a cross and watched him die, then we are required to make his 
example our guide. 
 

Forgiveness does not mean excusing or forgetting. Forgiveness means trying to imitate an all 
powerful God who does not crush the sinner but shows compassion. Forgiveness means letting 
go, and not allowing those who have hurt us to camp inside our heads, to harden our hearts, 
and to darken our future. 
 



This Sunday’s Gospel may not be one we would have chosen. It may contradict the human 
emotions we feel as Americans. It may make us as uncomfortable as it made Peter when Jesus 
told him to place no limits on forgiveness. "I say to you, (forgive) not seven times but seventy-
seven times.” But this is the Gospel that is God’s message for 9/11.  
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