
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, September 9, 2012 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

A LACK OF CONNECTION 
 

Which of the following would you find it most difficult to go without for six hours? 

 Radio 

 Cable TV 

 Telephone 

 A Digital Connection 
 

It would seem, at least from observation, that a majority of people would find it most difficult 
to cope with the loss of their digital connection. 
 

Without a digital connection, cell phones, smart phones, and computers – whether they are 
tablets, notebooks, laptops, or desktops – are just pieces of hardware unable to connect to the 
internet and to the outside world. 
 

No digital connection means no emails, no texting, no surfing the web, no cell phone service, no 
working apps, no online banking, no Google, no Amazon, no Facebook, no Skype, no YouTube, 
etc.  Being so digitally disconnected can make us feel agitated, uneasy, bored, vulnerable, and 
alone. 
 

In this Sunday’s Gospel (Mark 7:31-37), a man suffering from a severe lack of connection is 
brought to Jesus. The man is deaf. He cannot hear the verbal communication swirling around 
him. The man is also afflicted with a speech impediment. He is unable to verbally communicate 
what is on his mind and in his heart. He is disconnected and confined to his silent world. 
 

Jesus feels compassion for the man. Using traditional rituals to convey his healing power, Jesus 
opens the man’s ears and frees his tongue. 
 

But Jesus also does something more. Jesus opens the man’s ears so he can hear the Gospel, so 
he can hear Jesus’ proclamation that the kingdom of God is at hand! Jesus also frees the man’s 
tongue so he can proclaim his praise and thanks to God. 
 

Those actions of Jesus left the people who saw them “exceedingly astonished” and had them 
saying of Jesus, “He has done all things well. He makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.” 
 

What Jesus did for the man in the Gospel, he has done for us as well. Jesus has opened our ears 
to hear the message of God proclaimed in the scriptures and in the teaching and preaching of 
the Church. We can hear and understand what most of the world does not hear or appreciate. 
 

Jesus has touched our lips, so that like him, we can address the Holy One, the Almighty One, as 
“Our Father who art in heaven….” and we can join our fellow Christians in giving praise and 
thanks to God in the liturgy. Jesus has also loosened our tongues so that we can tell others 
about the loving and caring things God has done and continues to do for us.  
 



Jesus, who connected the deaf man to the society around him, has opened us to the most vital 
connection of all, a connection to God.  That is the one connection we truly cannot do without! 
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