
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, September 8, 2013 
This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

MORE THAN CROWDS 
 

There are not many things that can be said about Jesus upon which Christians, Jews, Muslims, 
Hindus, Buddhists, agnostics, and atheists can all agree. But there is one thing all of them can 
accept, and that is that Jesus could attract a crowd, he could attract attention. That was true 
from his birth to his crucifixion. 
 

When Jesus was born the Gospels report that singing angels filled the heaven, shepherds 
crowded around to see him, and magi traveled from afar. 
 

When he preached he attracted crowds from the surrounding towns and villages. So many 
came to hear him that their physical needs could not be met so Jesus miraculously fed the 
thousands gathered around him with a few loaves and fish. 
 

When he entered Jerusalem that first Palm Sunday he was met by crowds of Jews hailing him as 
the long awaited Messiah. 
 

And on Good Friday, the crowds gathered to call for his crucifixion and then they jeered as his 
life drained away on the cross. 
 

Jesus attracted crowds. If he did not, the Jewish religious authorities would not have been 

jealous of his popularity and Pilate, the Roman governor, would never have heard of his name. 
 

In this Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 14:25-33) we read, “great crowds were traveling with Jesus.” But 

unlike most public figures who would be pleased to attract crowds of admirers, Jesus challenges 
the crowds walking after him. He tells them that following him demands far more than 

admiration, curiosity, or the desire to hear some new teaching or to see some miraculous deed. 
 

Those who wish to follow him have to put him above all other relationships, even those with 

family members. He has to be the one who ranks first in their hearts. As Jesus dramatically puts 
it, “If anyone comes to me without hating his father and mother, wife and children, brothers 
and sisters, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple.” 
 

Further, those who wish to be his followers have to be willing to bear the cross of scorn, 
mockery, ridicule, and suffering that come with upholding his values in a very secular, amoral 
society. As he says, “Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after me cannot be my 
disciple.” 
 

Finally, he says that those who follow him must give up whatever “possesses” or controls them. 
Money, power, drugs, alcohol, pornography, digital addiction, the unbridled acquisition of stuff 

and more stuff, and the desire for fame and celebrity can all be the possessors that rule our 
lives. Jesus tells us, “Anyone of you who does not renounce all his possessions cannot be my 
disciple.” 
 



In Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus bluntly tells the crowds what it takes to be a disciple and he tells 
them to calculate if they are willing to do what is demanded. 
 

Clearly Jesus attracted crowds, but he was not interested in attracting large numbers. Jesus was 
interested in having committed followers who would live the Gospel and give witness to the 
power and presence of God in the world. The same is true today. Jesus does not want the 
crowds, he wants the committed!  
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