
LOOKING TO SUNDAY ™   
Sunday, September 6, 2009 

 
This email, entitled Looking to Sunday ™ , focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. It 
prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in the days 
leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 

 
DEFINE THE PROBLEM, KNOW THE SOLUTION 

 

Any problem is solvable when you can define it and you know its solution. That is the case in 
this Sunday’s Gospel. (Mark 7: 31-37) There a group of people bring a man to Jesus. A man who 
has a readily definable problem, he cannot hear and his speech is impaired. 
 

They bring the man to Jesus for they recognize Jesus is the solution. Jesus touches the man “and 
immediately the man’s ears were opened, his speech impediment was removed, and he spoke 
plainly.” (Mark 7:35) 
 

Our world has more than its share of problems – greed, materialism, crime, violence, war, 
abortion, immorality, disregard for the suffering and the weak, etc. But are those the real 
problems or just the symptoms? Is there some deeper problem yet to be defined that is at the root 
of the ills that afflict our society? 
 

This Sunday, the Gospel challenges us to consider whether society’s deepest problem is the same 
one that afflicted the man brought to Jesus. Like that man our society is deaf – deaf to the voice 
of God. God reveals his will and the way to freedom and fulfillment through the scriptures, 
through the Church, and through the prophets of our day and society does not listen. 
 

We need to ask the Lord to touch our world so it may hear his word. We need to ask the Lord to 
touch our lips so that unimpaired we may share the truth God has spoken to us. 
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