
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, September 1, 2013 
This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

A TEACHABLE MOMENT 
 

Good teachers do not restrict themselves to teaching what is on their lesson plan for a 
particular day. Good teachers take advantage of what is happening in the lives of their students 
and in the world around them. 
 

For example, on February 11, 2013, the lesson plan of a teacher in a Catholic high school might 
have indicated that the class would be centered on the coming season of Lent. However 
February 11 was the day when the world learned that Pope Benedict XVI had decided to resign 
his papacy at the end of the month. A good teacher would have changed his or her lesson plan 
for that day. Instead of focusing just on Lent, he or she would have spoken about the papacy 
and the historic significance of the resignation of the Holy Father. A good teacher takes 
advantage of teachable moments whenever they occur.  
 

In this Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 14:1, 7-14), we read how Jesus took advantage of a teachable 
moment. Jesus had gone to dine at the house of a leading Pharisee. There Jesus noticed how 
those present “were choosing the places of honor at the table.” So Jesus, the teacher, used the 
opportunity to speak about humility. Jesus advised his hearers not to judge themselves as more 
important than other guests. “Rather, when you are invited, go and take the lowest place.” If 
someone is to have a place of honor that determination is to be made by the host and not by 
any guest. 
 

That instruction given by Jesus is certainly appropriate for our day. We live in a society where 
people strive to put themselves in places of honor. Not in the first place at an actual banquet 
table, though people do that, but rather in places of honor and celebrity in the media, in 
business, in politics, and in society. Consider the efforts that people make in order to be seen 
on television, to be tweeted about in the digital world, to be in the right places with the right 
people, to be considered popular and successful, to make the list of the most powerful and 
influential. Like those in the Gospel reading, they make every effort to get to the head of the 
table. 
 

Rather than striving for places of honor, Jesus advises us to make a place at the “table” of our 
care and concern for those who cannot advance our quest for celebrity, power, or fame. Jesus 
says, “Rather, when you hold a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind; 
blessed indeed will you be because of their inability to repay you. For you will be repaid at the 
resurrection of the righteous.” 
 

In the final analysis there is only one table that matters and one host who determines who sits 
in its places of honor. Jesus, the ultimate host, tells us, “Every one who exalts himself will be 
humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.” 
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