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This email, entitled Looking to Sunday ™ , focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. It 
prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in the days 
leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 

 
 

A DISCONNECTION 
 

The Godfather, which opened in 1972, is considered a classic American film. It tells the story of 
the Corleone crime family beginning with Don Vito Corleone.  
 
A memorable and frightening part of the film shows the celebration of baptism. Michael 
Corleone, the successor to his father’s criminal enterprise, is godfather to his sister’s infant son. 
Scenes of Michael standing at the baptismal font as he dutifully renounces Satan, darkness, and 
evil, are interrupted with scenes of Michael’s hit men ruthlessly murdering his rivals. Michael’s 
words have no connection to the murders he has ordered. For him, the baptism is simply a 
religious ritual, an ethnic tradition, completely disconnected from the “family business.” 
 
This rather extreme disconnection relates to what Jesus speaks of in this Sunday’s Gospel. (Mark 
7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23) There Jesus criticizes the Pharisees and scribes for their scrupulous concern 
for external rituals of purification while not being so concerned with what comes from within the 
human heart, namely, “evil thoughts, unchastity, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, 
licentiousness, envy, blasphemy, arrogance, folly.” (Mark 7:21-22)  
 
The Pharisees and scribes had disconnected their rituals from real life. Those rituals were not an 
end in themselves but were there to remind the Jewish people they were to be different from 
those around them. As God’s chosen people they were to be faithful to the commandments and 
to their covenant with God. 
 
The rites and rituals that we celebrate and observe as Catholics have the same purpose. They 
remind of us how we stand before God and they call us to faithfully live as followers of Christ. 
Without that in mind, our rites and rituals are disconnections from real life! 
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