
LOOKING TO SUNDAY ™ 
 

Sunday, August 29, 2010 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday ™ , focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of 
reflection to consider in the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by 
Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

RULES OF ETIQUETTE 
 

There are rules of etiquette that help our society to function in a civilized manner, for 
example: 
 

Turn off cell phones when at public events, in hospitals, and of course in church. 
 

Acknowledge all gifts with a written thank you note. 
 

Arrive on time for social events and do not leave before the guest of honor has left. 
 

Always say “please” and “thank you.” 
 

And the main rule of etiquette at the Jersey Shore, “No shoes, no shirt, no service!” 
 

This Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 14: 1, 7-14) can sound as if Jesus is giving us rules of 
etiquette. He tells us where to sit when we are invited to a wedding reception. “Do not 
recline at table in the place of honor.  A more distinguished guest than you may have 
been invited… when you are invited, go and take the lowest place.” 
 

He tells us the kind of people we should invite when giving a party. “Do not invite your 
friends or your brothers or your relatives or your wealthy neighbors, in case they may 
invite you back and you have repayment. Rather, when you hold a banquet, invite the 
poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind; blessed indeed will you be because of their 
inability to repay you.” 
 

Those words of Jesus teach us “Christian etiquette.”  We are to be people of humility. 
We are to recognize how we stand before God and before others. We are to realize the 
world does not revolve around us. We are to be generous and compassionate. We are 
to help those who can do nothing to repay us.  
 

But the words Jesus speaks in this Sunday’s Gospel not only tell us how we should 
behave, they also tell us how God behaves toward us.  
 

The Son of God humbled himself when he came among. He did not take the first place, 
he came as a servant. As we read in the Letter to the Philippians. “Christ Jesus, though 
he was in the form of God…emptied himself, taking the form of a slave…he humbled 
himself, becoming obedient to death, even death on a cross.” (Philippians 2:6-8). 
 

And who does the Lord invite to his heavenly banquet? The Lord invites those poor in 
virtue, those crippled by sin, those blind to the truth. The Lord invites us – sinners who 



cannot repay him. For none of us can ever adequately thank God for his goodness and 
mercy. 
 

This Sunday’s Gospel not only teaches us Christian etiquette, even more importantly it 
proclaims the “divine etiquette” that God shows us. 
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