
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, August 25, 2013 
This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

HOW MANY SAINTS? 
 

Oh when the saints go marching in 
When the saints go marching in 

Oh Lord I want to be in that number 
When the saints go marching in 

 

Those lyrics from the famous gospel song relate to the question posed to Jesus in this Sunday’s 
reading from Saint Luke. (Luke 13:22-30) “Lord, will only a few people be saved?” In other 
words, “Lord, how many people will go marching in – just a few?” 
 

In the view of the Jews at the time of Jesus, those saved would include only the descendants of 
Abraham and only those who faithfully followed Jewish religious ritual and law. The Gentiles, 
the pagans, would certainly not be marching through the “narrow gate.” 
 

Today, most Christians profess a more generous understanding of the number who will be 
saved. However, if we are honest, many of us still count people undeserving to be among the 
saved. It may be those we consider a detriment to society; or those whose political beliefs clash 
with our own; or those of different races, cultures, or sexual orientation; or those whose values 
and way of life conflict with our own; or those we judge to be sinners; or those whose religious 
beliefs, or lack of belief, contradict ours; or it may be those who have hurt us in some way. We 
all have people in our personal life, or in society, before whom we would readily slam shut the 
narrow gate.  
 

Even if we consider that God’s mercy extends to them, we see these “unworthy ones” as having 
a place below us in the divine scheme of things. After all, Jesus said he was going to prepare a 
place for us. Some places, we surmise, must be better than others! 
 

Yet in his ministry, Jesus excluded no one nor did he treat one child of God different from 
another. He embraced everyone with his love and compassion, good and bad alike. 
 

When the saints go marching in, we might be surprised at those who are in that number. As 
Jesus tells us in this Sunday’s Gospel, “And people will come from the east and the west and 
from the north and the south and will recline at table in the kingdom of God.”  
 

In fact, Jesus warns us that unless we strive to live the Gospel, we might find ourselves 
watching that parade of saints from the sidelines. As he says, “there will be wailing and grinding 
of teeth when you see Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God 
and you yourselves cast out.” 
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