
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, August 18, 2013 
This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

PEACE OR DIVISION? 
 

If we were asked, “Who is the prince of peace?”, we would immediately respond Jesus Christ. 
When he was born in Bethlehem the angels heralded his birth by proclaiming, “Glory to God in 
the highest and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” When he preached his 
famous Sermon on the Mount, he proclaimed, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be 
called children of God.” After his Resurrection, his first words to his assembled disciples were, 
“Peace be with you.”  
 

Yet the words of Jesus in this Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 12:49-53) do not seem to fit the prince of 
peace. There Jesus says, “Do you think that I have come to establish peace on the earth? No, I 
tell you, but rather division. From now on a household of five will be divided, three against two 
and two against three.” 
 

Perhaps the answer to that seeming contradiction can be found in the words of Jesus at the 
Last Supper, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give it 
to you.” (John 14:27) 
 

For the world, peace means the absence of conflict or division. It means embracing a “live and 
let live” attitude – don’t bother me and I won’t bother you. Yet Jesus came to “bother” people. 
He bothered the religious leaders whom he accused of hypocrisy. He bothered the rich and 
comfortable whose wealth and power had become their gods. He bothered the self-centered 
who walked the road of life oblivious to the needy along their path. He bothered the sinful who 
had become comfortable with the darkness in their lives. He bothered those who had 
disconnected religion from their treatment of others and saw it only as a ritual confined to the 
Temple. Jesus bothered people because he challenged them to accept or reject his message. 
That is why he could say he came for division. He came for decision! 
 

To some, Jesus is just a “bother” whose message makes them uneasy. But to those who decide 
to live as faithful children of God, who embrace the standards of the Gospel, and who follow his 
example, Jesus is indeed the prince of peace. 
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