
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, August 11, 2013 
This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

CHRISTMAS IN JULY, ADVENT IN ____? 
 

Celebrating Christmas in the month of July is certainly out of step with the calendar, yet stores 
sometimes promote “Christmas in July” in order to catch the attention of customers and to 
generate sales. People sometimes throw “Christmas in July” parties since other than 
Independence Day there are no dates in July and August that call for a party. In addition, 
celebrating “Christmas in July” is one fun way to try to cope with the oppressive heat of 
summer. 
 

This Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 12:32-48) contains a section that might lead us to think that the 
Church is involved with “Christmas in July,” but just a little late to the party. The Gospel reading 
contains a section that brings to mind the season of Advent. We might think the Church is 
celebrating “Advent in August.” 
 

The season of Advent is centered on the coming of the Lord. It directs our attention to his first 
coming at Bethlehem. It also reminds us that the Lord, who came among us some 2,000 years 
ago, will return in glory as king of all creation and judge of the living and the dead. Advent calls 
us to be ready for that return of the Lord. 
 

In Sunday’s Gospel, we hear words that echo the message of Advent. Jesus says, “Gird your 
loins and light your lamps and be like servants who await their master’s return from a wedding, 
ready to open immediately when he comes and knocks. Blessed are those servants whom the 
master finds vigilant on his arrival.” 
 

Perhaps the words in this reading are not as out of place as they might seem. The hazy, crazy, 
lazy days of summer are a time when we put aside the usual routine of life. Students put away 
their academic pursuits. Employees often have a lighter work schedule. Families take vacations. 
Groups, organizations, and committees postpone their regular meetings.  
 

The slower pace of summer can even affect our spiritual life. Vacation time can become 
vacation from Sunday Mass. Daily prayer can become less regular as our daily routine changes 
with the season. The heat and humidity can make us feel less energetic even when it comes to 
the things of God. 
 

But God does not want the lazy days of summer to lessen our relationship with him and his 
Church. In fact, God might expect that the slower pace of summer would give us more time for 
deepening our relationship with him and growing in our spiritual life. After all, if summer gives 
us more time for doing what we enjoy, then summer should give us more time to enjoy our 
relationship with the God who has a special place for us in his heart. 
 

This Sunday’s Gospel calls us to be ready to meet the Lord as he returns to us day after day in 
the liturgy, in the scriptures, in the Church, and in the events of daily life. “Be like servants who 



await their master’s return from a wedding, ready to open immediately when he comes and 
knocks. Blessed are those servants whom the master finds vigilant on his arrival.” 
 

Good advice for every season of the year, even for this August “Advent.” 
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