
LOOKING TO SUNDAY ™ 
 

Sunday, August 8, 2010 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday ™ , focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of 
reflection to consider in the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by 
Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

YOUR ORIENTATION 
 

All of us have a particular orientation when it comes to time. Some people are oriented 
to the past, others to the present, and still others to the future. 
 

For example, it seems that people in the Middle East tend to see things in terms of the 
past. What happened many hundreds of years ago affects how they see reality and how 
they judge their neighbors. A past injury or injustice committed generations ago is 
remembered as if it took place yesterday. Little is forgiven and nothing is forgotten. 
 

Americans on the other hand, tend to dismiss the past and focus on the present. That is 
not surprising since the United States began as the place where people came in order to 
get a fresh start, to begin again. For Americans, history is an academic pursuit not a 
justification for acting a certain way. The “now” is our reality. 
 

Christians on the other hand, though respecting the past and valuing the present, are 
much more oriented to the future. We find that future focus in this Sunday’s Gospel 
(Luke 12:35-40). There Jesus tells his disciples, “Gird you loins and light your lamps and 
be like servants who await their master’s return from a wedding, ready to open 
immediately when he comes and knocks.” 
 

Christians look to the future. We pray that God’s “kingdom may come.” “We wait in 
joyful hope for the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ.” We make our decisions in light of 
that future.  
 

Christians are people focused on the future, which is another way of saying that 
Christians are people of faith. For what is faith but belief in the future where God’s 
promises will be fulfilled and all things will be set right. 
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