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Sunday, August 7, 2011 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

EYES FIXED 
 

If you were standing on the roof of a six story brownstone, and a stranger on the roof of a 
neighboring building were to shout out, "Come over here, just walk across the wooden plank 
that I'll stretch out to you," your common sense would keep you from agreeing. It would keep 
you from putting your life at risk.  
 

"Come."  This is what Jesus tells Peter to do in this Sunday's Gospel (Matthew 14:22-33). He 
tells Peter to walk, not across a wooden plank, but across the water. And even more surprising, 
it is Peter himself who initiates the idea of jumping out of the safety of his boat. 
 

In the darkness of the night, in the grip of the strong winds and waves that were tossing their 
boat, Peter and the other disciples see Jesus. Not in another boat as would be expected, but 
they see Jesus walking on the sea, darting over the waves. Peter says "Lord, if it is you, 
command me to come to you on the water." 
 

Jesus obliges and Peter steps out of the boat onto the waves. Amazingly, he walks on water. He 
walks with his eyes fixed on Jesus. The one he watched the day before as he fed a crowd of 
thousands with a few loaves of bread and a couple of fish. The one he had seen heal a crippled 
man. The one he heard proclaim the Good News of God's love and mercy and announce that 
the Kingdom of God was at hand. 
 

With his eyes fixed on Jesus, Peter walks on the sea. But as soon as Peter takes his eyes from  
Jesus and focuses on the driving wind and raging waves ready to claim another victim, as soon 
as his common sense gets the best of him – people can't walk on water – Peter begins to sink. 
 

Jesus grabs Peter, saves him, and then expresses his disappointment at Peter's lack of faith. A 
lack of faith that showed itself as soon as Peter took his eyes off Jesus. 
 

This Gospel explains one way to understand faith. Faith means keeping our eyes, our attention, 
our gaze on the Lord, the one who comes to us in word and sacrament and in his Church. 
 

But keeping our eyes on Jesus, keeping faith in him, is not easy. The wind and waves of a 
society that promotes values opposed to the Gospel are constantly trying to grab our attention. 
The ocean of media that surrounds us tosses us about with images that depict Christianity as 
irrelevant in today's digital world.  
 

We need to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus. We need to come to him. And that is something we 
do each Sunday. We come to him and once more we get our eyes focused on him. Unless we do 
that, and do that faithfully, we will find ourselves like Peter, taking our eyes off the Lord and 
sinking into the sea. 
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