
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, August 4, 2013 
This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

FAMILY ARGUMENTS 
 

The worst kind of argument is not one that involves strangers, but rather the one that involves 
family members. Such arguments are emotionally very painful since we do not expect to be 
hurt by someone who is supposed to love us, someone who is part of our family. Such 
arguments strike especially close to the heart since family members know just what to say to 
inflict the most emotional pain. They know our vulnerable spots. 
 

Consider the emotional pain and hurt involved when spouses fight, or when a child lashes out 
against a parent, or when siblings go at each other like cat and dog. Family arguments are 
caused by a variety of issues, but some of the worst family arguments are centered on money 
and possessions. In fact, one of the main reasons marriages break up in our society is because 
of financial disagreements. 
 

In this Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 12:13-21), we hear about a dispute over money and possessions, 
not between spouses but between siblings. Two brothers are arguing over what was left to 
them by their father. One brother believes the other is not giving him his fair share of the 
inheritance. That brother implores Jesus, “Teacher, tell my brother to share the inheritance 
with me!” 
 

Jesus replies, “Friend, who appointed me as your judge and arbitrator?” Ever the wise man, 
Jesus refuses to get involved in a family argument, especially one over money. Instead Jesus 
uses the opportunity to speak of the negative effects that a desire for money and possessions 
can have in a person’s life. Such a desire, such greed, can destroy a family as members fight 
over what they feel is their due.  
 

To illustrate the danger of possessions, Jesus then tells a parable about a rich man who based 
his security not on a relationship with God but rather on what he could store up in his barns. 
The man believed his bountiful harvest and his abundance of possessions would guarantee him 
a happy future. But death put an end to that future and his wealth was passed on to others 
who, like the brothers in the Gospel, most likely argued over how much they should inherit. 
 

Wealth and possessions can pull families apart and blind people to what is truly important in 
the eyes of God.  
 

Jesus refused to get caught up in arguments about wealth and possessions. Instead by his 
words and example, Jesus taught us that “one’s life does not consist of possessions” but rather 
“in what matters to God.” 
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