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This email, entitled Looking to Sunday ™ , focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of 
reflection to consider in the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by 
Father Tom Iwanowski. 

 

RICH PEOPLE 
 

If you were asked to name some people who are rich, who would come to mind? 
 

You might think of Bill Gates of the Microsoft Company or Warren Buffet of Berkshire 
Hathaway, a conglomerate that controls a number of smaller companies.  
 

Or you might consider Lawrence Ellison of Oracle, the database giant, or the heirs of 
Sam Walton the founder of Walmart, or Michael Bloomberg, the mayor of New York and 
the owner of Bloomberg News and Financial Services. All those folks are each worth 
many billions of dollars. 
 

If Jesus were asked that question, I doubt he would name any of the people we brought 
to mind. For our criteria for deciding who is rich is very different from the Lord’s. We see 
that in this Sunday’s Gospel. (Luke 12:13-21)  
 

There Jesus speaks of a man who has grown rich in the eyes of his neighbors. His fields 
have produced so abundantly, that he decides to tear down his barns and build even 
more massive ones to hold all his grain and other goods. That man has wealth, 
possessions, money. His storehouses are so filled to overflowing that, to use his own 
words, he can “rest, eat, drink, be merry.” 
 

Yet in the eyes of Jesus that man is not a rich man but rather a “fool.” For what makes a 
person rich is not what can be kept in barns, or banks, or storage units. As Jesus says 
“life does not consist of possessions.”   
 

A person is truly rich only if he or she is “rich in what matters to God.” What matters to 
God, as Jesus shows us, is loving our neighbor, sacrificing for others, being faithful to our 
promises, forgiving our enemies, assisting those in need, caring for the sick and 
forgotten, working for justice and peace, showing compassion and mercy. In short, what 
matters to God is living according to the standards of the Gospel. That is what makes a 
rich man, a rich woman. 
 

If you were NOW asked who is rich, who would come to mind? 
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