
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, July 28, 2013 
This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

THE HIGHER, THE HARDER 
 

If you wanted to speak to the mayor of your hometown about an issue or concern, you could 
call the mayor’s office and most likely get an appointment within a week or two. You might 
even meet the mayor at a town event or local store and have an informal conversation. 
 

If you lived in a large city, speaking to the mayor would be more difficult. You might have to 
wait a few weeks for an appointment or you might be advised it would be better to write a 
letter or send an email. 
 

If you were dealing with a broader issue that you wanted to bring to the attention of the 
governor of the state, you could contact the governor’s office. Your call or correspondence 
would be directed to one of the governor’s many assistants who would assure you that your 
issue would be passed along to the appropriate office.  
 

If you wanted to personally bring your concern to the attention of your senator in Washington 
D.C., your chance of doing so would be very small. The best you might be able to do would be 
to get an appointment with an aide or with a bureaucrat whose agency dealt with your issue.  
 

If you wanted to take your concern to the very top and speak to the President of United States, 
you would have to go through so many levels of secretaries, aides, assistants, advisors, etc. that 
you would eventually give up. The best you might achieve would be to receive a letter written 
by an aide with an impressive title telling you that the concern of every citizen is important to 
the president. 
 

We quickly learn that the higher the status of a government official, the harder it is to get an 
appointment to speak to that person. That is equally true in business, education, and even the 
Church. It’s certainly easier to speak to a pastor, than to the bishop of a diocese, a cardinal, or 
the pope. 
 

Yet when it comes to speaking to the highest and most powerful “person” in the country, in the 
world, in the universe – when it comes to speaking to God – the door is always open. We do not 
even have to go through some divine assistant or plead for an appointment. In prayer, we can 
bring any concern, request, or favor we seek before God. 
 

In this Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 11:1-13), Jesus teaches his disciples how to call upon God in 
prayer. He tells us that like him we can call upon God as “Father.” We can do so because God 
has chosen to have a personal relationship with us. God is not just the Holy One, the Almighty 
One, the Infinite One, the All Powerful One, rather he is the Father who is always ready to listen 
to his children. 
 

Jesus also advises us to be persistent in our prayer. If a reluctant person will eventually give into 
the pleading of a friend, how much more readily will God hear his children? We are to keep 



knocking, to keep seeking, and to keep asking, for God keeps on listening to the prayers of his 
children. 
 

While it is true that the higher the status of a person, the harder it is to get an appointment to 
speak to that individual, there is one amazing exception to that rule: the Highest One is the one 
we can speak to most easily.  
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