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This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

JUSTIN BIEBER ET AL. 
 

Justin Bieber, Angelina Jolie, Brad Pitt, Barack Obama, Mitt Romney, Eli Manning, Hilary Clinton, 
John Bon Jovi, Oprah Winfrey. All have one thing in common. They cannot escape a crowd. If 
they are scheduled to appear at a certain location, hours before they arrive the media is there 
along with a crowd of excited people waiting for their appearance.   
 

If any of the people mentioned above makes an unscheduled appearance, it does not take long 
in this age of instant messages, Twitter, and cell phones, for the news to get out. In a matter of 
minutes there is "flash mob" jostling to see the celebrity of the moment. 
 

What brings out a crowd when a famous person appears on the scene? Is it curiosity? Is it a 
hope to get a picture or an autograph? Is it a need to be part of something bigger than oneself? 
Is it a desire to boast about seeing a famous individual? Is it a wish to express adulation and 
praise? Or is it something else? 
 

In this Sunday's Gospel (Mark 6:30-34), Jesus attracts a crowd. We read that there were so 
many people coming to see Jesus that he and the apostles "had no opportunity even to eat." To 
escape the crowd, Jesus and his apostles go off in a boat to a deserted place for a well earned 
rest. But the word gets out. When the boat carrying Jesus arrives at its destination, a crowd is 
waiting. Jesus, we might say, is met by a New Testament "flash mob." 
 

What brought those crowds to Jesus? Was it is a hope for healing? A desire to witness a 
miracle? A wish to see the young rabbi that everyone was talking about? An opportunity to 
decide if this preacher might really be the Messiah? But those reasons would not have 
motivated people to keep following after Jesus, to keep crowding around him. There must have 
been something else.  
 

Perhaps it was the evident love and compassion that flowed from Jesus. When Jesus saw the 
crowd we read that "his heart was moved with pity for them, for they were like sheep without a 
shepherd." When someone truly loves and cares for us, we know it, we feel it, and we want to 
remain embraced by that caring love. Perhaps that was precisely what the crowd felt from 
Jesus, the one who was Divine Love made flesh. In his presence, they felt the love for which 
their hearts were yearning. 
 

Jesus not only offered love, he also offered the truth. When he saw the crowds, "he began to 
teach them many things." Jesus proclaimed the meaning and purpose of life. He affirmed the 
value of each person crowding before him. He taught them the way to find true meaning and 
purpose in life. He proclaimed the truth that sets people free from the lies and false promises of 
a materialistic society. 
 



The attraction of Justin Bieber, Angelina Jolie, Barack Obama and all the rest who capture our 
interest today, will soon fade. But the attraction of Jesus Christ goes on even after 2,000 years. 
Just consider the crowds that Jesus Christ continues to draw to himself each and every Sunday.  
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